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Celebration begins: Mexico’s Julian Quinones,
second from left, scores the first goal of the FIFA
World Cup 2026 in the inaugural match
against South Africa at the Azteca Stadium in
MexicoCity on Thursday. REUTERS (RELATED
REPORTS:

i z scores the first goal o the FIFA World Cup 2026 in the inaugural match
against South Africa at the Azteca Stadium in Mexico City on Thursday. REUTERS (RELATED REPORTS: PAGE 16,17)

U.S. attacks third ship with
Indian seafarers, crew safe

External Affairs Ministry says ‘deeply worried’ by attacks but blames conflict in the region; US.

Centcom says missiles were fired into Jalveer's engine room as directions were not complied with

12J6. U.S. attacks third ship
with Indian seafarers, crew
safe

HARAT ATRAFY arer Y FTerer
9 IANSY g, I g

ees
The Hindu Bureau the advisory was issued.
CHENNAI/NEW DELHI Family members of sea- m-a-
farer Aditya Sharma (23), a 9
.S. forces attacked a deck cadet on Settebello ° Thursd ay’s attack was on
Umercham ship car- who was among the dead, . 4 .
rying Indian seafar- urged the government of  GUiNea-Bissau-flagged bitumen

ers for the third time in
four days. Thursday’s at-

Himachal Pradesh, where
they live, and the Centre to

carrier Jalveer off the port of Shinas,

tack was on Guinea-Bissau get his body back to the na- Oman.

flagged bitumen carrier Jal- tive Galore village in Ha-

veer off the port of Shinas, mirpur so that his astrites  ITSATL ST gHAT Tarel- T TS eqoreriy
Oman. could be performed. Shar- ped

The vessel had 20 In-
dian seafarers, and they
were safe, said Mukesh
Mangal, Additional Secre-
tary of the Ports, Shipping
and Waterways Ministry.
“As per the latest informa-
tion, evacuation [of crew]

The commercial vessel Jalveer attacked off the coast of Oman on
Thursday. FORWARD SEAMEN'S UNION OF INDIA/ANI

gion. U.S. Centcom has
said in a statement that

in the attack, which the In-
dian government con-

ma was planning to visit
home in May but decided
to extend his stay at the
vessel for a month, they
said.

The official spokesper-
son of the External Affairs
Ministry Randhir Jaiswal

g argeh Ul STerd o) T a7,
S 3NATT F AT Fe9ng & A aT|

to Shinas port has com- two Hellfire missiles were  firmed on Thursday. said efforts are under way . .

menced,” Mr. Mangal said  fired into Jalveer’s engine The three attacks have  tobringback the mortal re- 12J 6 I na h | StO rrcm Ove,

at an inter-ministerial room after the “crew re- targeted the engine rooms mains of the dead. .

briefing on Thursday. peatedly failed to comply  of the ships and sometimes Condemning the at- CO I om b lavows to b an fem al e
On Wednesday , the Ex-  with directions from U.S.  the steering compartment  tacks, the Congress said in . . -

ternal Affairs Ministry had  forces”. The ship was at- but above the waterline. astatement that PM Naren- g en |ta| mu t| I at' on

summoned the U.S. Chargé
d’affaires Jason Meeks and
lodged a “strong protest”
regarding the attacks.

On Thursday, the Minis-
try, while emphasising that
the “attacks came from the
U.S. Navy stationed there”,
described the strikes as
“deeply worrisome” but
blamed them on the ongo-
ing conflict between U.S.-
Israel and Iran in the re-

A FT Hhoq fordr

tacked for “attempting to
transport Iranian oil.”

Jalveer's safety manager
is an Indian company lo-
cated in Chembur, Mum-
bai, as per the Equasis da-
tabase.

U.S. aircraft attacked Pa-
lau-flagged tankers Mari-
vex and Settebello on Mon-
day and Wednesday,
respectively. Three Indian
seafarers on Settebello died

Colombia’s Senate approved a law on Wednesday to
ban female genital mutilation (FGM), a practice that

This would render the ship
without the means to move
or manoeuvre but not sink
it. The Directorate General
of Shipping had issued an
advisory  mid-February
asking seafarer recruiters
and shipowners not to de-
ploy seafarers on ships
calling on Iranian ports. An
official source said the
crew onboard the three
vessels had joined before

dra Modi had “repeatedly
showcased his personal
rapport with President Do-
nald Trump as a diplomat-
ic achievement” and that
Mr. Modi should “not
evade responsibility when
that relationship fails to
protect Indian lives and
interests.”

(Inputs from Kallol Bhatta-
cherjee, M. Kalyanaraman
and PTI)

persists in some of the country’s Indigenous
communities, after two years of debate.

e 7 e 3 JHAR F AT AT AFR

MATTRAF Fga H, Fafaar
Afge Steteriar A fa a¥ gfdeer

In a historic move, Colombia vows

to ban female genital mutilation

s

AFP

(FGM) TR Gfciaer ofallel dTel hlefsT ohl Hofdl &, it &Y asf
*Y 9FH & 91 TR §3T| TE FAT QA & Fo Faael
TG A 9 o S

Colombia’s Senate approved a law on Wednesday to ban female
genital mutilation (FGM), a practice that persists in some of the
country’s Indigenous communities, after two years of debate. If
approved by leftist President Gustavo Petro, Colombia will become
the first country in Latin America to pass such legislation. AFP
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Bangladesh wins maiden

ODI series a%i'nst Australia

Towhid Hridoy hit an unbeaten 40 as Bangladesh
won the second One-Day International by five
wickets on Thursday to seal its first-ever series
win against Australia in the 50-over format.
Chasing a DLS revised victory target of 192 in 41
overs in a rain-hit match, Bangladesh eased home
with 36 balls to spare to take an unassailable 2-0
lead in the three-match series. Australia posted
187 for eight in 42 overs with its innings cut short
and ended by rain after Marnus Labuschagne,
who made an unbeaten 55, and Xavier Bartlett,
who hit 52, rescued the visitor from 0-3. Opening
bowlers Mustafizur Rahman and Taskin Ahmed
took three wickets each. The victory extended
Bangladesh’s winning streak to five consecutive
home ODI series, following triumphs over Sri
Lanka, West Indies, Pakistan and New Zealand.

The scores: Australia 187/8 in 42 overs (Marnus Labuschagne
55 n.o., Xavier Bartlett 52, Taskin Ahmed 3/33, Mustafizur
Rahman 3/27) lost to Bangladesh 195/5 in 35 overs (Soumya
Sarkar 42, Najmul Hossain Shanto 42, Towhid Hridoy 40 n.o.).
Target: 192 in 41 overs; Bangladesh won by DLS method.

12J6. Bangladesh wins maiden ODI series against
Australia

AT o AEforar F fBares ggelt s ODI H@er et

e Towhid Hridoy hit an unbeaten 40 as Bangladesh won the
second One-Day International (ODI) by five wickets on Thursday
to seal its first-ever series win against Australia in the 50-over
format.

AR FEXT = ATeTE 40 T AT, FHE TG o JTAR Y GERT
THTGEHR ARSI (ODI) #ey i fardhe & Sty sifeefarar
TET® 50 AT YRR 7 3790 Tgell S @ell Sid &of |

e Chasing a DLS revised victory target of 192 in 41 overs in
a rain-hit match, Bangladesh eased home with 36 balls to spare to
take an unassailable 2-0 lead in the three-match series.

FIRer & wenfaa &7 7 DLS Tnfaa a8 192 I &7 41 &’ & 9ror
P EU AR =1 36 g AW T§<l ST g1fer Y eliet Hat 1 s
3791 2-0 FY I&d FT o |
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Should India incentivise bigger families?

FIT TR ! 93 TRARY FT FcHTE ST TIRT?
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Should India incentivise bigger families?

| PARLEY |

or decades, Indian policymakers have
F encouraged population control, with

the familiar slogan of ‘Hum Do, Humare

Do’ (We two, our two). However, the
recent drop in India’s Total Fertility Rate (TFR) —
the average number of children a woman would

Social and demographic transformations are
complex phenomena, and go hand in hand
with economic development. Historically.
witha certain level of social and economic
development, the fertility rate drops

Longitudinal Ageing Study in India?

AC: By 2050, 20% or more of the Indian
population will be aged 60 and above, so we
have to prepare ourselves, especially with regard
to healthcare costs. We need tremendous
investment in geriatric care, basic primary
healthcare, better pension schemes, and better
savings schemes. We also need to have

International have in her lifetime - has now dropped o 1.9, NEELANJAN SIRCAR communities for elderly living. But we still have
Institute for below the replacement rate of 2.1, with some a huge population base. Don’t mix up the
P avnsa southern States seeing their TFR drop to 1.3. percentage with the number base. We can

Last month, Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister
Chandrababu Naidu announced cash incentives
of ¥30,000 and 40,000 to women having their
third and fourth child respectively, in a bid to
reverse that trend. Several other southern States
have indicated that they also see the benefits of
boosting population growth, though not through

Children playing on the swings near the outskirts of the Amaravati capital
reglon, amid the summer heat, in Andhra Pradesh on May 8. G 4Rk

society to have an additional child. So at this
Jjuncture, I believe that incentivisation may not
work. In India, especially, it is not required
because we have a huge population base, so
there may not actually be a scarcity of working
age labourers if you improve their skills, give
them better job opportunities, improve the

reduce the working age population so long as we
have a very highly skilled population who earn
well and will pay for these costs.

If population growth incentives don’t work,
then lower-fertility rate States may increase
their working age population through

a cash payout. Should India incentivise bigger savings and investment scenario, and promote from other States. What is the
families? Aparajita Chattopadhyay and with a certain level of social and economic the silver ageing economy. political fallout of that?
Sircar Neelanjan Sircar discuss the question ina development, the fertility rate drops.
= conversation moderated by Priscilla Jebaraj. Now, there’s a cash incentive at play to Falling fertility rates are an uneven NS: ic anxieties have b hy
Political encourage people to have more children. For a phenomenon. What does this portend for up in one State after another. Even in a poorer
scientist ‘Why are policymakers considering a change wealthy family, this incentive is simply not Indian federalism? State like West Bengal, there are demographic
teaching at in the approach to population control? enough to invest in another child. But for a poor anxieties vis-a-vis Bangladesh. As for why this
Ahmedabad family, perhaps it is. Here, you are not just NS: Obviously there are s i di h happens, these are labour market
Unbuerslly Aparajita Chattopadhyay: After a long struggle increasing the fer i questions about converting populations into vacancies. These are populations which have
with family planning since independence, our also changing other political representation through delimitation. achieved a certain level of development, and yet

fertility has started declining. There are
State-level variations, but overall fertility now is
1.9. Itis fine, and India can grow in this way for
maybe 40 to 50 years. But reversal of fertility
trends cannot be a policy driven thing. It is
deeply rooted socio-culturally and is an
individualistic choice. You cannot tell a group of
women to increase fertility because I am giving
you money. It has never happened in that way,
even in European or other Asian countries.

cations are the i .
trigger for this policy. Is the threat of future

¥
reverse fertility decline?

Neelanjan Sircar: There has been a lot of
discussion about the growth rate of southern
States as delimitation is on the horizon. But we
need to look beyond pure politics because any
growth spurred by these incentives is unlikely to
help in the short-term. The reality is, if there’s a
delimitation exercise happening in the next
couple of years, you're not going to dramatically
change the fertility rate by then.

Another reason this is being considered is
because of the political economy of States with a
working population that may be shrinking. But
this is a ham-handed approach. Social and
demographic transformations are complex
phenomena, and go hand in hand with a certain
level of economic development. Historically,

population, in terms of who is going to be able
to respond to such an incentive and who will
not. It's not as simple as saying we've created a
working age population because you've

changed the © ition of the
working age population once you've introduced
an economic incentive.

‘What has been the international experience
of attempting to boost population growth?

AC: Incentivisation can help relatively lower
income groups, and this has happened in many
European countries. For example, in Poland,
there was a short-term boost in birth rate only
among the lower income demographics. In
Sweden and France, tax incentives changed
things for a short span, but it was very difficult
to sustain that reversal, and the same thing
happened with Singapore, Japan, South Korea.

Nowadays, the entire world is going through a
polycrisis shock. There is a lot of instability in
geopolitics, the economy, and the climate.
Moreover, there are both altruistic and
individualistic atitudes to fertility. The younger
general is quite aspirational. They need their
prospes good job and savings. So, you
cannot ask them to go and have more children.

Until women confirm that there is security in
every possible sense, they will not reverse the
fertili ite because there are plenty of tangible
and intangible costs for a woman or for the

But another variable would be that as we see
differences in fertility rates, we're also going to
see very different demographic profiles of
States. And we know that the youth, the
middle-aged, and the elderly all vote differently.
They're in different stages of life, so they have
different economic preferences in terms of what
a government should be investing in, for
instance, pensions versus manufacturing jobs
versus childcare. So we're going to see very
different political economy choices.

AC: With regard to Andhra Pradesh, if you look
at the recent NFHS statistics, there are a number
of areas, instead of cash incentives, where they
can spend money in order to get lower middle
class people to reproduce more. Almast one in
four women aged 20 to 24 got married before
turning 18. Only 30% of households have women
who own any assets, and only 48% of women
work. If Andhra Pradesh thinks that they're
demographically advanced and can behave like
Europe to reverse fertility trends, then the
women in the workforce should be at 80%.

In European countries, the motherhood
penalty is almost negligible. There is enough
parental leave, and workforce participation is
very high. So only when your economy and
social security is perfect can you think of having
a reversal of fertility trends.

What are some key findings of the

the economy requires some people willing to do
manual work, at a lower wage, in the sun. This is
not a problem that can be solved by simply
having more children. It is unlikely that
demographic anxieties can be reduced asa
function of the economic structure.

Migration is an economic phenomenon that is
almost independent of the fertility rate, given
what the economic condition of these States
might be. The people who are being birthed
there are very unlikely to be willing to do thase
jobs that people coming from north India are
doing today in south India.

It boggles the mind that somebody is trying to
reverse what is a very standard social
phenomenon and demographic trend at this
stage of development. I understand that there
are challenges in Europe where countries are
well below replacement rates. But this entire
debate is bizarre for the very simple reason that
there are so many things the government could
be spending this kind of money on which would
actually address the needs of an ageing

ion and an

This is a very peculiar policy decision.

Tolisten to the full interview
Scan the code or go to the link
www thehindy.com

12J6. Should India incentivise bigger families?

FIT HRAT A 93 TRART &Y ATt g1 Ape?

e For decades, Indian policymakers have encouraged population control, with the familiar
slogan of ‘Hum Do, Humare Do’ (We two, our two).

ER ¥ AR AfS-ATar FaEar fag=or &) Wicaigd +d % &, foras fov g, gark ar
1 ITACY ART e I |

e However, the recent drop in India’s Total Fertility Rate (TFR) — the average number of
children a woman would have in her lifetime — has now dropped to 1.9, below the
replacement rate of 2.1, with some southern States seeing their TFR drop to 1.3.

gTellich, $TRd T Feol Folelel & (TFR) — 31Tl Ueh AT SaRT 319 Shaetehiel & ST foT STt
aTel el 1 3 TEAT — 379 Teeh 1.9 T6 918 8, SiT 2.1 & Jiderae] T & %A 8, Siafh $o
Gferofr Troit g Be 1.3 A UEd 1S ¢

e Last month, Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister Chandrababu Naidu announced cash
incentives of 30,000 and 40,000 to women having their third and fourth child respectively,
in a bid to reverse that trend.

ool HEI Y Y& & HEIHA SgaTe A1 A $H T bl Tefeat & I & o 3ik =iy
T Y SToH S aTell ATRT3IT & AT A 30,000 37X 240,000 FT Fehe, WIcATET UTA T
YOI |

e Several other southern States have indicated that they also see the benefits of boosting
population growth, though not through a cash payout.

&S I oAl Tt o 8 Thel T & o F STTEEaT Jafr oY 9gTaT &Y 3 oIeT S’ &, gTeliteh
TR, AIcHTgeT & ATCTH I AT |
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Should India incentivise bigger families?
FIT AR T 98 IRERY FHF Ncqifegd = afge?

Aparajita Chattopadhyay and Neelanjan Sircar discuss the question in a conversation
moderated by Priscilla Jebaraj.

rquforar aeearea 3 Aeise R o 37 9T W AfAer Sawrer garm danferd vh g d
379 faaR geqd e

Why are policymakers considering a change in the approach to population control?

- FrsTaT stereiean fgor & gRewior 3 aRads w1 AR #4f w7 @ &2

Aparajita Chattopadhyay: After a long struggle with family planning since independence,
our fertility has started declining.

IYATAAT TESTEAR: FIAAAT & d16 H IREAR ATt & od Gt & IRUTHAETRT gART
GoTelel &3 # TIRIaT 31et ool g

There are State-level variations, but overall fertility now is 1.9.

T TR R AT 8, e Foef Tofetd e 319 1.9 7|

It is fine, and India can grow in this way for maybe 40 to 50 years.

Ig TS HalwoTeteh § 3R IR 38 YR 33Tl 40 @ 50 st deh fIhrg ¥ TohalT |
But reversal of fertility trends cannot be a policy driven thing.

fehec] Fstetet & T TN T TeTestT shael AMfa-memia Tishar =7gl & Tehcll|

It is deeply rooted socio-culturally and is an individualistic choice.
%W@Wwﬁ%@ggm%%ﬁwmmm
You cannot tell a group of women to increase fertility because | am giving you money.
3T hael YeT G A3t o fohel Tegg & FE 1T he Tehe! Toh 3 1TF T2t YeT |

It has never happened in that way, even in European or other Asian countries.
a‘s'sﬁwa;aﬂaﬁgm, TET e o T A1 310 ol auit A o 7€

The political implications are the immediate trigger for this policy.

3 Al & dIe TSellTcieh THT dlchlTordh IXeh SR g |

Is the threat of future parliamentary delimitation a reason to reverse fertility decline?

FI1 1Sy A FudT aRAAT F1 Gnfad TH1T Tstetst g7 H PR1aT F 3dea T FROT &2

Neelanjan Sircar: There has been a lot of discussion about the growth rate of southern
States as delimitation is on the horizon.

ofteiTsTer TP TN T2l T STAHEIT J& & &Y HY AHT HIY T &S & Filfeh TR Hr
gfshaT foiehe stfasT 7 Fenfad B

But we need to look beyond pure politics because any growth spurred by these incentives is
unlikely to help in the short-term.

AfeheT G charol TsTelicl & 3MT3Y 3 SWAT BT FiTeh SoT NeHTGaAl § Iceod IS 8 & 3eTehrel
H Y Ggradr 181 HLef|

The reality is, if there’s a delimitation exercise happening in the next couple of years, you’re
not going to dramatically change the fertility rate by then.

AR Tashdl I8 & 7o I 39Tel o st 7 IRENHA 1T &, Y I cTeh Tolelel &I H IS ACh
A TG 78T g

Another reason this is being considered is because of the political economy of States with a
working population that may be shrinking.

38 W fIaR fahT STTet T Ueh 3ed HROT 3 Tl I Aaeliiareh JASAaEdT & STal Hraehd
STAEEAT O¢ Fehell ¢
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But this is a ham-handed approach.

forec] 75 Ue IramaUTeoT 3k oo gRewIoT B

Social and demographic transformations are complex phenomena, and go hand in hand
with a certain level of economic development.

Ao 3R STeaifeahr aRads sfes afFae § 3R 3 3nfde e & v ARaa T &
SIBES CRIC S

Historically, with a certain level of social and economic development, the fertility rate drops.
eI &7 &, rATforeR AR 31 fashra & veh fAREd T R qga= & STe Tofote &3 3
fRTae 3 &1

Now, there’s a cash incentive at play to encourage people to have more children.

319 it T 3170 S Va7 et & TAIT a¥ehe WicTea o 1T T &1

For a wealthy family, this incentive is simply not enough to invest in another child.

el Feges IRaR & foIT Ig Tiedrge TR Ueh HTARFT o & ITele-aNwoT g gied =gl &1
But for a poor family, perhaps it is.

fore] forel o aRaR & forw I1g wammelt gF wanchT B

Here, you are not just increasing the fertility rate in a State, you are also changing other social
attributes in the population, in terms of who is going to be able to respond to such an
incentive and who will not.

TG 31T hadl [hET AT T ToTeTeT &X oTal IGT g &, 1o STATEHT T 3T ATATTIR [TATAT3HT
1 97 Se ol T &, FATH FO oleT WX WicHTgaA1 1 olet 30T aTiel Stk F& A8 |
It's not as simple as saying we’ve created a working age population because you've

fundamentally changed the composition of the working age population once you’ve introduced
an economic incentive.

IE AT SlelT Ao 8T & Toh GH HIAAIT Y Tt T FTAWEAT IR X 1 8, Fifeh 3nfden
ATl A1) et o qG T 38 Hrdelier IR a2 hT ATl Hel T F g6l o ¢

What has been the international experience of attempting to boost population growth?

STTHEAT G5 & FT qGTAT & & TATHT FT HARTSERT T3 FIT T8T 82

AC: Incentivisation can help relatively lower income groups, and this has happened in many
European countries.

Tl WicaTge ATt 3r9aTIed faweT 3T et it FgrIar Y Hehcll 8, R T 68 iy et
@ IATg |

For example, in Poland, there was a short-term boost in birth rate only among the lower
income demographics.

3ETER0T & forw, WYels 3 ST & # rcuaniions g Shad foleet 31 q97 3 ol & e ol a18
At

In Sweden and France, tax incentives changed things for a short span, but it was very
difficult to sustain that reversal, and the same thing happened with Singapore, Japan, South
Korea.

Fdfiser 3R i 7 X AeAea & F& THAI & (T TREdeT 3, Afhet 38 Tgfr 1 o F77 d
AT TGAT Sg T hfeT e ga, 3R Fér et RemgR, St aur gfgvor 1 & off ot 18|

Nowadays, the entire world is going through a polycrisis shock.

IAHAT T H I AT TEIHTATH Fohe (ATeNsprefaid) o R & o T 8|
There is a lot of instability in geopolitics, the economy, and the climate.
HSTANS, IITTEAT 3R SToraryg & &1F H eaTeh HEURAT faeg# = ¢
Moreover, there are both altruistic and individualistic attitudes to fertility.

g8 AR, Foialal & YT RITHRY FUT safFqard) gieeahIor gt Alse ¢ |
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The younger generation is quite aspirational.

gar et 3rcdd mehiedt g1

They need their prosperity — a good job and savings.

376 FHGTY I HTTLGehdT § — Teh T UsTaR AR 9o T2
So, you cannot ask them to go and have more children.

STIT 31T 374 31T g YT et hl 3TUETT A6T L dohcl |

Until women confirm that there is security in every possible sense, they will not reverse the
fertility rate because there are plenty of tangible and intangible costs for a woman or for the
society to have an additional child.

SIS e TGS T Tedeh TAX TR Y&TT 1 [32a1H TgT 8191,  FoTetel &I H gefey oAel ha,
FIITP T FfARFT a3 & SeaT & Afgar 3R AT ST 9T 31 TeeT U 3T9cTeT daTd 3Tdr
gl

So at this juncture, | believe that incentivisation may not work.

S GHY {3 o1l ¢ o WieAtgar 3menia «Aifer sarme [eer =gl graf |

In India, especially, it is not required because we have a huge population base, so there
may not actually be a scarcity of working age labourers if you improve their skills, give them
better job opportunities, improve the savings and investment scenario, and promote the silver
ageing economy.

TIAY T F IR H ST TTTRdT 781 § F1Teh AR IIH TIATT FTAHEAT IR &, safaw afe
hlRrel T, SR USTITR 3TaER, S Td fAder it RUfd A GUr T27 Tord geumasyr
IrédfeaeyT (Rreax ufSier et ST dorar &ar ST, ar swrelier 3y o S THw! T arediaeh

FHT IcTeeT AT BrafT|

Falling fertility rates are an uneven phenomenon. What does this portend for Indian
federalism?

Tl Yoieiet & U AT YR §1 SHHT HRAT HEaTg 9N F4T THIT U5 FFHaT 82

NS: Obviously there are some immediate questions about converting populations into
political representation through delimitation.

TAUH: T 79 § IRAAT & AETHT T FAGEAT i Telafas Tfafaftraa & oRafda s i
oo S cllcehifoieh 9 ¢ |

But another variable would be that as we see differences in fertility rates, we’re also going to
see very different demographic profiles of States.

oo U 32T FgeaoT UaT A5 § o Srotetet ot 3 37 & wrer-urer Ut A Ferwiread
WTSel 87 Th-gaR & N THeaT gicly Sesf|

And we know that the youth, the middle-aged, and the elderly all vote differently.

§H STTeTd ¢ Toh JaT, 7 Y ot TUT geeratar T 37eleT-37e19T TehR & FHecleled d ¢

They'’re in different stages of life, so they have different economic preferences in terms of
what a government should be investing in, for instance, pensions versus manufacturing
jobs versus childcare.

T Siaet & fafdesT TRl 7 g &, sufov TR & e fr yrafAeanit & d&er & 361 3nfds
q&c, o 37eET BT &, S gereT, fafarafor AsearR, 37 a1er 2@ |

So we’re going to see very different political economy choices.
ﬁWﬁ@%W%W—WWWWﬁWl
AC: With regard to Andhra Pradesh, if you look at the recent NFHS statistics, there are a

number of areas, instead of cash incentives, where they can spend money in order to get
lower middle class people to reproduce more.

THY: 3T W& & ToT & ITE 8Tl & NFHS 3iThst ot 2, Y T 31a4h 819 & STal oTehe, WichTgeT
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ot & T &7 T o [oa=T FETH gaT o Ailall oY 3778 ot YT et & forw R frar s

THATE |

e Almost one in four women aged 20 to 24 got married before turning 18.
20 W 24 T 371G T T TSI Gedeh IR AfGeA3HT & & Ueh 7 faarg 18 a¥ 1 3 & Tge g1 I
1|

e Only 30% of households have women who own any assets, and only 48% of women work.
Fael 30% TRERT & AT & g FS Fula § 3R Faor 48% AT HRRA £

e |f Andhra Pradesh thinks that they're demographically advanced and can behave like Europe
to reverse fertility trends, then the women in the workforce should be at 80%.

e 3T TN TG Y SIAHTEIRIT & A Seelcl HAT g 3R Tolelel &3 T Igfet &l Toleat & v
U STET STAGR AT A6l ©, ot el 7 AfGen3i i smafery 80% gl =@nfau|
e |n European countries, the motherhood penalty is almost negligible.
AT it 3 ATGed &3 (FEGS JAe) I A0 B
e There is enough parental leave, and workforce participation is very high.
BT AT AR TR 39T § 3R wrdaer F areferdy Sﬁagﬁm%l

e So only when your economy and social security is perfect can you think of having a reversal
of fertility trends.

SATAIT shalel e, ST 3TTehT 3TeTaEAT IR ATHTTSF FR&TT G AT 37 F& &, AT Tofele &3
1 R T &l Tefest & aR 7 f3ar X Had &

What are some key findings of the Longitudinal Ageing Study in India?
HRA & drderIfas gEHTaeyT HEAJT (Longitudinal Ageing Study in India) % F& 987 sy Far
&

e AC: By 2050, 20% or more of the Indian population will be aged 60 and above, so we have
to prepare ourselves, especially with regard to healthcare costs.

THY: a 2050 TR SR T 20% AT 3WA I f&F STererer 1 37y 60 a¥ a1 36X =+ gl
safoIT g fIY T § TIRLT SWHT <TT F TG H AT et gty

e We need tremendous investment in geriatric care, basic primary healthcare, better pension
schemes, and better savings schemes.

gH SITafheHT a@siTer (S Rfeeh Fa), JAAICET TrAfAes Taeed Jarst, dgav GereT At
TUT 9gaT 50 A3 7 cO19es A i 3maeTemdr &
e We also need to have communities for elderly living.
g geEStel JTaTHIT THETAT T $1 T e glam|
e But we still have a huge population base.
T GAR 9T 3781 8 Ueh TreITel STeTHEAT TR Al B
e Don’t mix up the percentage with the number base.
wfcrerd 3R arecfaes TEdT & TR T Teh-GaL o AT w61 [Helle =1igy|

e We can reduce the working age population so long as we have a very highly skilled
population who earn well and will pay for these costs.

e GAR T 3TcT eI FH30el, 3TN 3T ST ol aTell STAHEAT &Y, ST Sof ST T el Y
e, Tt Frefier 3T F9F h SereEar F A 1 o TR fonm ST HehaTT B

If population growth incentives don’t work, then lower-fertility rate States may increase their
working age population through migration from other States. What is the political fallout of
that?

i STTHEAT g8 SicHTes T 781 g, At foreeT Yoteter aX ATel U 3y Ul § TaTdeT & ATy §
Ialt FrAfI Y T Y TAEEAT TGT TH 8 | FHHT ASTA NI THTT FAT GHIT?

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page8



12J6.
undisclosed: Solomon Islands govt.

et & [T FI&T AT MY & WM Aol
T FR

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

NS: Demographic anxieties have been showing up in one State after another.
TATE: SARITRIRT RN U & 91 Ueh U1 & 33RAT e@rs & |

Even in a poorer State like West Bengal, there are demographic anxieties vis-a-vis
Bangladesh.

qfRee SaTTer S 3r9aTTeRd TR U F ¢ Fiveneer & Hesl 7 Sawifeghr FRiard dAteg 1
As for why this phenomenon happens, these are labour market vacancies.
SIgT dh 38 TTAT o HRUT HT U &, Tg HF aeR J RiFaat & gefaa gl

These are populations which have achieved a certain level of development, and yet the
economy requires some people willing to do manual work, at a lower wage, in the sun.

Y W SAEEa § Segia faera o1 v fAfRaa Tax urea e forar &, e aft ardegasar i oa
AT T TALTFRAT BIcT & S HH Acded T hideT RN HH et & [T IR 8|

This is not a problem that can be solved by simply having more children.
T Y GATTT AT ¢ o shaol 31T S0 YT Fkeh gl TohaT SfT Teh |

It is unlikely that demographic anxieties can be reduced as a function of the economic
structure.

Ig THITAT T & T Faet 3 T F MR IR TG & Ridan3it &) s foar s as|
Migration is an economic phenomenon that is almost independent of the fertility rate, given
what the economic condition of these States might be.

mwmm%ﬁﬁmﬁmﬁqﬁﬁaﬁﬁaﬁmgvmaﬁwm
TIAT T A FF HIA

The people who are being birthed there are very unlikely to be willing to do those jobs that
people coming from north India are doing today in south India.

TEl ST olel dTel WAIT 3T I T el oh o0 THIT: AR 8T gi9l, foleg 31TeT 3 HRA I 3T
el 9T fayoT TIRT H R L & |

It boggles the mind that somebody is trying to reverse what is a very standard social
phenomenon and demographic trend at this stage of development.

g 3RTASTeTh ¢ foh IS ATFd [ & 8 TROT H Tah ATHT ATATToTh g1 3R
FARITEAHRT TGy T Seicst T TATH F & &

| understand that there are challenges in Europe where countries are well below
replacement rates.

# gagraT § 6 AT & Ol AT & STel ahg el o ofele &3 Ffareemae Fax & I A B
But this entire debate is bizarre for the very simple reason that there are so many things the

government could be spending this kind of money on which would actually address the needs
of an ageing population and an underemployed population.

foheq 78 QU a5 d fafer Iolid gl & Flfeh TR 58 TR T Y1 T WX 3Heieh &1 7 7
Y HHAT § ST arEcTd H JEH BYell TAHEAT AT TATC ASTIAR TS STAHEAT T 3T T3
I O X Hehel o |

This is a very peculiar policy decision.
TE U HAd AT sAtfaerd @i g

Security pact with China to remain
undisclosed: Solomon Islands govt.

Security pact with Chinato remain

A ;
REUTERS
[NRCS |: Geography |

The contents of a secretive security pact between The contents of a secretive security pact between China and the
Ch | na and the SO' omon |5 | an d S W|” rem ain Solomon Islands will remain undisclosed due to legal restrictions,

. .. g the Pacific nation’s new government said on Thursday. The deal
undisclosed due to Ieg al restrictions ' the Pacific struck in 2022 rattled Washington and Canberra because of concern
nation ’S new gove m ment Said on Th u rSd ay_ it opened the door to a permanent Chinese military presence. AFP
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T AR et gdIT & i gU I YT TR BT T ST Ffeaet & HROT AR
eI T ST, TR HETAR 879 & S8 2T T 778 ThR o IR i el |

e The deal struck in 2022 rattled Washington and Canberra because of concern it opened the
door to a permanent Chinese military presence.

zozzﬁyﬁw@ﬁﬁmﬁ?mﬁ%ﬁawmmwﬁ;mmm%m
Tt el A 3fPAfer 67 T Gor FRATR |
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After many extensions,
panel’s report on SC status
for Dalit converts ready

Abhinay Lakshman
NEW DELHI

The Justice K.G. Balakrish-
nan (retd) Commission ex-
amining the issue of Sche-
duled Caste status for Dalit
converts has finished its
study and prepared the re-
port it was tasked with al-
most four years ago, The
Hindu has learnt.

The three-member
Commission of Inquiry
was constituted by the go-
vernment in Octaber 2022,
just as the Supreme Court
was about to resume hear-
ing a batch of pleas that
sought Scheduled Caste
status for Dalit Muslims
and Christians. The issue
has been pending in the
top court for 20 years now.

The commission’s man-
date included examining
whether Scheduled Caste
status can be granted to
Dalits who have converted
to any faith other than

T T EATEETETY TR

LG L

Justice K.G. Balakrishnan

those mentioned in the
Constitution (Scheduled
Castes) Order of 1950. Cur-
rently, only Dalits of Hin-
du, Buddhist, and Sikh
faiths are entitled to a
Scheduled Caste classifica-
tion, unlike the Scheduled
Tribe status, which does
not have a religion crite-
rion. The Commission was
initially given a two-year
deadline to finish its work
and submit a report to the
government. Since 2024,
the Commission has been

given multiple extensions,
the last one in April this
year, which set the latest
deadline at June 10, 2026.
Gazette records do not
show any further exten-
sion granted to the Com-
mission.

The Commission’s study
was meant to look at the
demand for Scheduled
Caste status for Dalit con-
verts, the opposition to
this demand and its impact
on existing Scheduled
Caste communities, and
the levels and types of dis-
crimination faced by Dalit
communities after they
convert to other faiths.

The Union Social Justice
Ministry has made multi-
ple submissions to the Su-
preme Court in these mat-
ters, arguing that the
Scheduled Caste status
should be denied to people
who had converted to
faiths like Islam and Chris-
tianity.
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12J6. After many extensions, panel’s report on SC status for Dalit converts

ready

#3 RTart & arg, sfaa aataRal & o segfRa snfa o o3 afafa # R dar

The Justice K.G. Balakrishnan (retd) Commission examining the issue of Scheduled
Caste status for Dalit converts has finished its study and prepared the report it was tasked
with almost four years ago.

fore ARl i JreTafra sfer gat fow STe & Hed T Feltat 2 3¢ Faraefed &30,
ATAFHSOTST (RaTforger) 3TN & 3791 31eATT G Y form & 3T FForever I @y qd @i 1w st
&1 NAE AR F A g

The three-member Commission of Inquiry was constituted by the government in October
2022, just as the Supreme Court was about to resume hearing a batch of pleas that sought
Scheduled Caste status for Dalit Muslims and Christians.

Ig et FEEAT ST HTANT FIhR SR 3aFgar 2022 F 7S formam ara a1, 8k 36 §AY o
wafea mamaTerr afo Afeawt 3R &meat 1 STaad S 1 aoft &t 1 AT et AT
IR Y GeTdTS Gof: TRET el aTell AT

The issue has been pending in the Supreme Court for 20 years now.

g AT Sel 20 aut ¥ Wafoa /ey 7 dfdd gl

The Commission’s mandate included examining whether Scheduled Caste status can be
granted to Dalits who have converted to any faith other than those mentioned in the
Constitution (Scheduled Castes) Order of 1950.

3TN o Shraieer 7 Ig udeTor e AT foh & am 3o Sforal sl srerafar snfer &1 &= foar s
Hehcll & TSieg =t wfareeT (3regqfara snfaram) ameer, 1950 # sfeaf@id uat & sfaRerd e 3=
&3 Y TR &

Currently, only Dalits of Hindu, Buddhist, and Sikh faiths are entitled to a Scheduled Caste
classification, unlike the Scheduled Tribe status, which does not have a religion criterion.

FH A o fig, dlewr 3 R uat & efoa & srrafaa snfe aeffeor & a §, safe
HTGFAT TN Gt A L T IS ALIGS 761 ¢

The Commission was initially given a two-year deadline to finish its work and submit a report
to the government.

3TTANET T YR F 37T 1 T L1 R TR 1 Rt dfaet 3 forw ar af &y worg-dan §r o
ot

Since 2024, the Commission has been given multiple extensions, the last one in April this
year, which set the latest deadline at June 10, 2026.

2024 T TANET FI g IR FAI-FaEdr &2 a2, fSereT 3ifas faedr & a¥ 3rdker 7 e vz 2,
TSIEh 3TaR 7S FAF-HIAT 10 ST 2026 eI v a1

Gazette records do not show any further extension granted to the Commission.

9 fRerEl 7 3T 1 g AfARed FAT-TFEdR fGv I &7 3eer@ 767 &1

The Commission’s study was meant to look at the demand for Scheduled Caste status for
Dalit converts, the opposition to this demand and its impact on existing Scheduled Caste

communities, and the levels and types of discrimination faced by Dalit communities after they
convert to other faiths.

3TANT T eI Gfered ATl bl Ireqafare snfer gt oot 1 #ier, 5 Hier & faer qar 38
AT 3T S FHETET W T8E, 3R 3 et 7 IRade & e afid FHerdl SaRT Sl
STet aTel AEHTT o TAX TG ThRT T 3Teheled it & ToT fohar arar am|
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e The Union Social Justice Ministry has made multiple submissions to the Supreme Court in
these matters, arguing that the Scheduled Caste status should be denied to people who had
converted to faiths like Islam and Christianity.

ST TS FAT FAT 3 37 A #F wafow FamTery & et F% geqfadr &g, et a
T e T ¢ T gemer 3R $wT$ et SR 41t 1 379y Aot eliat T SreTa iR Sy @ e

18T T e =Tnfgu|

= = F LB IN LI

Lows of the land

The rejection of the papers of Congress
Rajya Sabha candidate is fraudulent

he rejection of Congress leader Mee-
T nakshi Natarajan’s nomination for the Ra-

jya Sabha election from Madhya Pradesh
raises questions of institutional integrity and pro-
cedural fairness, going beyond the fate of a single
candidate. The Supreme Court has agreed to
hear the matter on Friday. Meanwhile, all three
BJP candidates have been declared elected unop-
posed, raising further questions on the neutrality
and fairness of the process. Ms. Natarajan’s nom-
ination was rejected by the Returning Officer
(RO) following objections that she had failed to
disclose a pending criminal case in Hyderabad in
her election affidavit. As the All-India Congress
Committee (AICC) in-charge of Telangana, she
was named as one of the respondents in a private
complaint filed by a former Telugu Desam Party
corporator before the court of the Additional Me-
tropolitan Magistrate, Hyderabad, in 2025. The
complaint was not even against Ms. Natarajan; it
was against another Congress leader for alleged
inappropriate behaviour and criminal intimida-
tion, and she was mentioned in the petition for
allegedly not taking appropriate action against
the leader. There is no criminal FIR by the Telan-
gana police against Ms. Natarajan. Unlike a con-
ventional police case, a private complaint origi-
nates directly before a court. The court had
issued notices to the persons named in the com-
plaint, including Ms. Natarajan.

The RO’s decision to use this as grounds for the
rejection of the nomination reeks of extreme ar-
bitrariness, and even a conspiracy. The law re-
garding the disclosure of cases is unambiguous.
Section 33A of the Representation of the People
Act requires disclosure only of those cases that
carry a punishment of two years or more and,
above all, only of those cases in which charges
have been framed. Framing of charges is a judi-
cial step, which follows the filing of a charge
sheet. The RO’s position that material facts had
been concealed and the nomination papers were
incomplete is not merely a misinterpretation of
the law, but an insult to common sense. Going by
that logic, a candidate could be disqualified for
failing to list notices of traffic violations too. The
disclosure regime has been designed to ensure
transparency regarding candidates’ criminal an-
tecedents and pending cases. What makes Ms.
Natarajan’s case starkly arbitrary is that in the
same election cycle, another candidate was
asked by the RO to amend the affidavits to meet
mandatory requirements. The Election Commis-
sion of India has the sacred constitutional duty of
ensuring free and fair elections. It is failing in that
duty, damaging democracy in the process. The
capture of a Rajya Sabha seat by the ruling BJP in
complete disregard for the law is a severe setback
for election integrity.

12J6. Lows of the land
AhdT & AFT TR

¢ Ms. Natarajan’s nomination was rejected by the Returning
Officer (RO) following objections that she had failed to disclose a
pending criminal case in Hyderabad in her election affidavit.

HHANT TSI T ATHIR Refetar FRAFRYT (RO) GaRT 38 M & MUR
R TR & 1T I foh 3ogiet 3Tl FoATdT AT H gerene 7 olfeeT
Teh TR HATHT T Seold oTa! [T 2AT|

e Asthe All-India Congress Committee (AICC) in-charge of
Telangana, she was named as one of the respondents in a private
complaint filed by a former Telugu Desam Party corporator before the
court of the Additional Metropolitan Magistrate, Hyderabad, in 2025.

JSAITAT T FTT HRANT F1AW FATT (AICC) T & &7 7, 9§ 2025 &7
RENTETE, o AT AETIRIT ATTEET T ITETeleT 3 Teh & cToe] S0
a1t uTdE; gaRT gRR forshl Rrrd 7 3+¢ ufaarfeai A q v & ® &
ATfAa o arar an|

e The complaint was not even against Ms. Natarajan; it was
against another Congress leader for alleged inappropriate behaviour
and criminal intimidation, and she was mentioned in the petition for
allegedly not taking appropriate action against the leader.

Tg RIFRId TaT AA Feste & favey 761 AT, Tg Th 3T S aidT
o A el TR 3R TARTTeh eraeht o 3TRIGT & HeIferey oY,
1A 7 3AHT Sooi@ 3T AT o [a%ey 3TId FRATS o el o IRIT &
FROT fehaT I7T 2T|

e Unlike a conventional police case, a private complaint
originates directly before a court.

AT g A & A9, T fosll Risrrd WY arrery & et
e T ST B

e The court had issued notices to the persons named in the
complaint, including Ms. Natarajan.

AT of R d & A1fAd et [oieTe SadT dAerete 8 enfder
off, &1 Alfed AT fhT I

e Section 33A of the Representation of the People Act
requires disclosure only of those cases that carry a punishment of two
years or more and, above all, only of those cases in which charges
have been framed.

a1 gfafaferaa srfarfaas Y 4rr 33A g 357 ATHAT & ThéranoT it
3T9ETT LT § TOITH af a¥ IT 3TY 37Tk T Tl T TGN &l g7 AT
m@mﬂmﬁw,ﬁaﬁmﬁu‘rﬁﬁmmaﬁﬁ

e Framing of charges is a judicial step, which follows the filing of
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R FAEROT U =13 GRRaT e, S 3RI9-9F i@ T S & 918 gl &1

e The RO’s position that material facts had been concealed and the nomination papers were
incomplete is not merely a misinterpretation of the law, but an insult to common sense.

RO &1 Ig Hd o AgcaquT AT &l fUTAT a7 3R #ATHiehed T 30T &, Shelel dhleleT I ITeic]
SATEAT 7181 diosh AT ge e 1 3 3T g

e The disclosure regime has been designed to ensure transparency regarding candidates’
criminal antecedents and pending cases.

Yeh<Iehi0T STTEAT oY 3FAHICART o 3TORITS sfasr 31X dfad Arat & gaer 7 arReRidr
AR i & foIT Serar s g

F:m'I ana square

TN. Assembly Speaker is going by the
letter and spirit of Tenth Schedule

T amil Nadu Legislative Assembly Speaker

J.C.D. Prabhakar has followed democratic
principles by deciding not to pursue dis-
qualification proceedings against 21 AIADMK
MLAs after the party’s general secretary, Edappa-
di K. Palaniswami, condoned the actions of the
rebel legislators. Contrary to their party’s whip,
the MLAs had supported the Tamilaga Vettri Kaz-
hagam (TVK)-led government during the trust
vote on May 13. Mr. Prabhakar also stood by his
assurance, made on May 24, that his eventual de-
cision would demonstrate his impartiality. Ac-
tually, 25 MLAs of the Dravidian major had violat-
ed the party’s directive and favoured the new
regime but four of them including two women le-
gislators subsequently resigned their seats. This
is why the Speaker’s action pertained only to 21
MLAs, after receiving letters from Mr. Palaniswa-
mi stating that he had condoned the dissidents’
violation of the party whip. As the official group
and the rebels reached a truce on May 27, the
AIADMK chief decided to condone the dissidents’
actions within 15 days from the date of such vot-
ing, as prescribed under the Tenth Schedule and
the Tamil Nadu Assembly’s disqualification rules.
Notwithstanding Mr. Prabhakar’s track record
as a non-controversial politician, many won-
dered whether he would act fairly, given that Mr.
Palaniswami and his colleagues are political ad-
versaries of TVK. Besides, Tamil Nadu has not
been free from the unfortunate tendency of As-
sembly Speakers acting in a partisan manner.
P.H. Pandian, who served as Speaker from 1985
to 1989, had even said that the presiding officer of
the Assembly possessed “sky-high powers”. The
discretionary powers enshrined in the Tenth
Schedule of the Constitution, which deals with
defection, have been used by Speakers in various
States for the wrong reasons. By dropping the
proceedings against the 21 dissidents, Mr. Prabha-
kar has upheld constitutional morality. However,
he should have initiated disqualification proceed-
ings against the four others before accepting their
resignation. The Assembly Secretariat also duly
notified that vacancies had arisen in the four con-
stituencies, following which the election authori-
ties advised the District Election Officers to ap-
point Returning Officers. Mr. Prabhakar rightly
went by Mr. Palaniswami’s submission wherein
only the names of 21 MLAs were mentioned, and
decided to pursue the matter against the other
four. But, this will be of a purely technical nature
as the bar is only on disqualified members be-
coming Ministers before getting elected again.
Even as Mr. Prabhakar’s next course of action is
awaited, it is a healthy sign that he has so far de-
monstrated fairness in dealing with the petitions
seeking disqualification.

12J6. Fair and square
fAsgat 3t saTEITa

e T.N. The Assembly Speaker is going by the letter and spirit of the
Tenth Schedule.

TS TAUTTHST & EART SHAT AT oh Aeai 3R ST & HeT&T R
G
e This is why the Speaker’s action pertained only to 21 MLAs, after

receiving letters from Mr. Palaniswami stating that he had condoned the
dissidents’ violation of the party whip.

SEY ROT ITETET T HRATS shaol 21 fFemzent de AT W@, FifF 3¢ 4
TeATAEGTAT & T 9Ted g0 3 o1 fagler faement o aief fogT & Seerers
Y &TAT fhT S T ST & 7S 2|

e As the official group and the rebels reached a truce on May 27, the
AIADMK chief decided to condone the dissidents’ actions within 15 days
from the date of such voting, as prescribed under the Tenth Schedule and
the Tamil Nadu Assembly’s disqualification rules.

U 27 7S &1 3R e 3R et & dra gwsiiar g amar oar, sefaw
AIADMK 98T = g@dt gt o afferarg s fi srategar
forgaTaeht & 3TaR FHcer $1 fafd & 15 = & ofier fagifeat & ot 1
&THT et T foroTe feram|

e Thediscretionary powers enshrined in the Tenth Schedule of
the Constitution, which deals with defection, have been used by
Speakers in various States for the wrong reasons.

aol-geel O Haftre wfdeer At gudt s & fafed Raweie af¥at o
fafdeat T2t 7 3reelt gaRT % TR e I HROT & 34T foham a2 &
e The Assembly Secretariat also duly notified that vacancies had

arisen in the four constituencies, following which the election authorities
advised the District Election Officers to appoint Returning Officers.

Frererwem afRrarery & off Raftraa e & o o = e &t 7 Ridaar
3w g1 913 8, Toraeh a1e; ot iRt o forer faafrarer st
Reefeter srframRat &1 g e seet & Feme 2l
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is Nicobar debating elections?

Why are Nicobarese tribal councils wary of the administration’s proposed election rules? How are Nicobarese leaders chosen today, and what changes do the

draft rules propose? Why does the administration want formal elections for tribal councils? How could the proposed rules change Nicobarese self-governance?

EXPLAINER

Abhinay Lakshman

The story so far:
he centrally administered
Union Territory of Andaman
and Nicobar Islands is planning
to introduce elections, as they
are conducted in the rest of India, to the
Nicobarese tribal community’s system of
self-governance in the archipelago. This
includes measures such as the
delimitation of constituencies, the
preparation of electoral rolls, and the
reservation of seats and leadership
positions for women in the community’s
tribal councils. This move has led to
urgent discussions amongst existing tribal
councils of the Nicobarese about how this
might bureaucratise the governance they
have been practising. Some have also
suspected that it could be intended to
have tribal councils that might be more
favourable to the Union government’s
interests there, especially in Great
Nicobar, where the current Nicobarese
leadership has been opposing the
Centre’s 391,000 crore container port,
airport, and tourist-townfield project.

‘What do the draft rules propose?

The draft Andaman and Nicobar Islands
Tribal Councils (Preparation of Electoral
Rolls and Conduct of Elections) Rules,
2026, was notified by the district
administration on May 15 this year and
prescribes the exact procedure and rules
for conducting 5-yearly elections to the
Village Councils and Tribal Councils. The
draft rules provide for conducting
elections, the structure of the new
representative system, the manner in
which seats and constituencies are to be
delimited, the rules for candidature,
nomination, and withdrawal, their duties
and responsibilities, and the broader
administrative set-up for conducting these
elections.

The proposed structure involves
Nicobarese villagers electing five to nine
Captains for each village and directly
voting for the position of the Chief
Captain of each Island Tribal Council. The
First Captains of each village of a
particular Island are to vote for the
position of the Vice-Chief Captain of the
Island Tribal Council, and this Island
Tribal Council would include the Chief
Captain, the Vice-Chief Captain, and all
First Captains of the Island.

These draft rules have been notified
under the Andaman and Nicobar Islands
(Tribal Councils) Regulation, a
Presidential regulation promulgated in
2009 with the specific intent to bring
autonomous self-governance to the
Nicobarese community. Even though this
Regulation provided the statutory
language to set up the Village Council and
Tribal Council structure, a key feature of
this Regulation gave the district
administration (through the Deputy
Commissioner and Assistant
Commissioner) an absolute and unilateral
veto over any decision of the councils, if
they posed a threat of injury or
“annoyance” to the public or might “lead
to a breach of peace”.

Since the 2009 Regulation was passed,
there have been several attempts at
notifying Draft Rules under it, the latest
one in 2020. The past iterations of the
draft have often been circulated among
tribal council leaders, but the leadership
has not been able to successfully
communicate the essence of these rules
and procedures to the community at
large.

The Tribal Welfare Department of the A&NI administration has said that it will wait till June 15 for suggestions and objections. FILE PHOTO

Even though the Nicobarese
community has been participating in Lok
Sabha elections, according to officials
from the Office of the CEO, Andaman and
Nicobar Islands, this would be the first
time a system of constituency-wise
representative leadership structure will
be implemented for Nicobarese
self-governance if the Draft Rules are
finalised.

How do the Nicobarese tribal councils
function today?

The Nicobarese community, a designated
Scheduled Tribe with a total population of
about 30,000 across the Nicobar group of
Islands, is traditionally represented by
Tribal Councils that have been established
over the last five to six decades. Each
group of inhabited islands in the Nicobar
has its own Tribal Council. Under this
Tribal Council structure lies the village
leadership, which comprises three
Captains per village, headed by the First
(Captain and assisted by the Second and
Third Captains. Including the Tribal
Council of Little and Great Nicobar, seven
Tribal Councils represent the Nicobarese
ccommunity in islands like Car Nicobar,
Nancowry, Kamorta, Teressa, and others.

Since at least the mid-1970s, experts
and scholars have observed that the
Nicobarese have been picking village
captains through adult franchise. The
concept of captaincy as village leadership
first emerged in the 16th Century, when
the Nicobarese who would go on board
passing ships of colonial empires to
negotiate began calling themselves
captains. The British colonists were,
however, the first to start legitimising the
Captaincy structure as representative
leadership of the community for their
own administrative advantage towards
the end of the 19th Century.

This structure eventually developed
into a supplement to the social structure
of large joint families, often referred to as
Tuhets, that could become a formal
channel of communication with the
government.

‘The idea of the tribal council, however,
emerged only in the 1990s to facilitate
and ease the community’s entry into
Government developmental activities,
specifically in relation to a Central
government scheme of the time for
poverty alleviation. Today, the Nicobar
district says that the Village leadership
and the tribal councils have become “the

link between the Local A ation

seen as | s nor as “leaders”

and the tribal people of the island... most
of the developmental schemes are being
implemented through them only”.

How are leaders currently chosen in
Nicobarese communities?

Even though authorities in the Nicobar
district administration have maintained
that under the current system, village
captains are usually elected every four
years, Anthropologist and community
leader Anstice Justin has told The Hindu
that “there is actually not much
documentation on how exactly the
leadership of the existing tribal councils
operate”.

A senior leader of the Tribal Council in
Great Nicobar Island explained that
elections for Captains and Tribal Council
chairperson are held whenever the
community feels the need for it. This
leader, who is also the First Captain of his
village on Great Nicobar Island,
elaborated, “For example, the last time I
was elected Captain was maybe around
2-3 years ago. There is a tradition in our
community to get together for a village
meeting. All residents of the village are
present at this meeting.”

The villagers then nominate names for
the Captains of the village through
popular consensus. These names are then
put on a ballot paper. “We make the ballot
papers and print them out ourselves, we
appoint a polling officer from among us to
conduct the ballot, and the person with
the most votes becomes First Captain.” He
added that similarly, the Tribal Council on
GNI has been choosing the Chairperson
by popular consensus, but that it had
been decades since there was an election
to this position.

Villagers mostly think about
candidates’ level of education, fluency in
Hindi (the language of government
officials), ““foreign’ trips (an indicator of
exposure to the world outside the
islands), and “‘smartness” (the ability to
deal appropriately with officials and
outsiders, according to R. Venkat
Ramanujam, Simron Jit Singh & Arild Vatn
(2012). What Ramanujam et. al. noted,
however, was that even though the
Captains and Council were elected,
“decisions were taken after popular
consultation, usually through community
meetings, and the tribal council did not
have unilateral decision-making powers.
Consequently, the captains were neither

12J6. Why is Nicobar debating elections?
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balancing social and political concerns.”

‘Why are the proposed changes
causing concern?

Tribal Council leaders who have spoken
to The Hindu about the implications of the
new Draft Rules said that the proposed
structure is largely being seen as
something that would disrupt their
traditional ways of perceiving governance.
The tribal council leader from Great
Nicobar said, “We have been using this
way of governing our villages for
generations. We hold elections through
consensus when needed, and our
traditional ways of living are so well
integrated into how we oversee the
islands and villages. This looks like it will
turn all of this into an office job that we
will have to do in addition to the lives we
live on the islands.”

Meanwhile, Mr. Justin has noted that
there is a real chance that an attempt to
notify the Rules has come now in light of
the opposition the government is facing
from the Tribal Council on GNI, even
though he acknowledged that systemic
problems of opacity have riddled the
existing system of Tribal Councils and
Village Captaincy. “For instance, in
several Island Tribal Councils, it remains
unclear when the Chairperson was last
elected and what kind of autherity they
wield,” he said.

But experts like Mr. Justin, who have
worked with the government on engaging
with the indigenous communities of the
A&NI, have doubted whether the entire
Nicobarese community in the islands will
have the time and resources to
understand the Draft Rules as they have
been notified, the context of the
Regulation under which they will be
implemented, and the implications of
introducing such a system for their
village-level governance.

The Tribal Welfare Department of the
A&NI administration has said that it will
wait till June 15 for suggestions and
objections, after which a final version may
be notified. While the Tribal Councils of
Nicobar are yet to hand in a formal
objection or suggestions, the Congress
party in A&NI has already objected to
them and called for their withdrawal,
primarily citing the lack of recognition for
the Tuhet system and the lack of
consultation with the community before
bringing this draft.

3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
info@patrioticias.in
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Draft rules propose formal
elections for Nicobarese Villag
and Tribal Councils, including
constituencies, voter rolls, anc
reservations for women.

-

Traditional governance is
consensus-based, with village
captains chosen through
community meetings and
locally conducted ballots
rather than a fixed
bureaucratic electoral system.

-

Tribal leaders fear the
proposed electoral system
could bureaucratise their
traditional governance
structure and alter existing
decision-making processes.
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e The centrally administered Union Territory of Andaman and Nicobar Islands is planning to
introduce elections, as they are conducted in the rest of India, to the Nicobarese tribal
community’s system of self-governance in the archipelago.

e, nfle sfzamer 3R AFlaR gl Tog veree cdivasg A alarY St geper
TN SHGELT H R o 3 T hT oG FoATd FUTell ST et T ATl F=17 T6T & |

e This includes measures such as the delimitation of constituencies, the preparation of
electoral rolls, and the reservation of seats and leadership positions for women in the
community’s tribal councils.

saH foraeer &1 1 IREHe, FAaeTar el IR AT TUT Sieereng aRvel 7 Afgensit & foaw
et 3R Aicjea yat o1 3TRETOT SIET cgaeuTy enfdd &

e This move has led to urgent discussions amongst existing tribal councils of the Nicobarese
about how this might bureaucratise the governance they have been practising.

S8 e H & HROT TABINT HHET T TTHIT STAolTcid TRYCGT 7 38 a1 Y olehy T8 =l Y&
B 915 & foh S0 3Tl qRU e 2MieT STaEUT &1 A TAF FAlh<ATEIn 0T 8l FehelT & |

e Some have also suspected that it could be intended to have tribal councils that might be more
favourable to the Union government’s interests there, especially in Great Nicobar, where
the current Nicobarese leadership has been opposing the Centre’s ¥91,000 crore container
port, airport, and tourist-township project.

o 9T Y Tg o 6 © o ST 3eeR TN SIS TREl T ITSeT hiell g Fehcll T Fg
THR & el & 91 31 oot &, [Tt e fARIER &, 5787 TiATT TRy Accd e
91,000 FR13 FY FEAT TN, FaTS 733N AR gAeet FIR TRANSTAT b faer Y w1 8|

What do the draft rules propose?

FaleT s Fa yeafaa & 2

e The draft Andaman and Nicobar Islands Tribal Councils (Preparation of Electoral Rolls
and Conduct of Elections) Rules, 2026, was notified by the district administration on May
15 this year and prescribes the exact procedure and rules for conducting 5-yearly elections
to the Village Councils and Tribal Councils.

3T IR fARER gy g Sy aRwe (Faerar g A FAd va gara gE=e) b,
2026 T AHET 38 aY 15 7S HI FTol FeIrdT gany rragf=d o arar o, forae amer aftwer
3R Serarcier afwel & ater adffar gemat & fore faeqge e 3iv forer v foro ame )

e The draft rules provide for conducting elections, the structure of the new representative
system, the manner in which seats and constituencies are to be delimited, the rules for
candidature, nomination, and withdrawal, their duties and responsibilities, and the broader
administrative set-up for conducting these elections.

FEteT forge geltd et =78 Tl fereh Forelr shr TXwr=1r, et 3R fodTeeT et & iR Hr
gferar, 3FHicarar, ATHTRsT T A1 a9dY & 3, [@arg sfafa Ry & sdear va gridcat
AT FoATa HelTelel & SATTeh TR eeh G &l ATl hd & |

e The proposed structure involves Nicobarese villagers electing five to nine Captains for each
village and directly voting for the position of the Chief Captain of each Island Tribal Council.

T eFaE T & 3ed felary ameoT yedeh atia & forw dier & @t Fearet o1 geira i qur
Tcdeh eI STeASTTci TS & HET FCAT T TcF&T IoiTd hial |

e The First Captains of each village of a particular Island are to vote for the position of the
Vice-Chief Captain of the Island Tribal Council, and this Island Tribal Council would include
the Chief Captain, the Vice-Chief Captain, and all First Captains of the Island.

el QI 2T & I aTld & FYH FOdT Y SieTollcd IRYE & 39-HEF HAI T Jofld
a1, AR 38 IRYE A G Hclel, SU-HET Hcllel TUT 38 &ard & T3 T FHecrel Mider
gl
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These draft rules have been notified under the Andaman and Nicobar Islands (Tribal
Councils) Regulation, a Presidential Regulation promulgated in 2009 with the specific
intent to bring autonomous self-governance to the Nicobarese community.

3 #H&ler fge A 3R R gdfiv g (S aitwe) Rfase & sidefa sfgRa
fehw 1w €, St 2009 & SRY veh Wrsgufa fafarrser a1 3R fSraenT s el aeera

AT EARMHA FGTeT hiaT AT|

Even though this Regulation provided the statutory language to set up the Village Council and
Tribal Council structure, a key feature of this Regulation gave the district administration
(through the Deputy Commissioner and Assistant Commissioner) an absolute and
unilateral veto over any decision of the councils, if they posed a threat of injury or
“annoyance” to the public or might “lead to a breach of peace”.

Tt 58 Tafaaw s o 7 IRwe 3R FTAST IR HT TGAT T FA & Tow Jurfas
3R FeTeT T, SHehT Teh Hgcaqul faAwdr g ot foh s forell TRt (32Tl 3R 3R
e IGFd) 1 IRVt o fondr o 0T o= quT Ud Tohe(ohr diel HTRIRR Fele T, afe a8
ﬁvﬁumaﬁgﬁm“zﬂgﬁwq‘g*aﬁmmarUHW“%ﬁﬁraﬁT"gmaﬁrmmm
|

Since the 2009 Regulation was passed, there have been several attempts at notifying Draft
Rules under it, the latest one in 2020.

2009 ¥ fafergwer & T 8191 & a1 & 38 3aeTd Faler st 1 rfegfad #e & w3 yarg
fopu e §, foiaT8y AdITd® 9 2020 :f’rgsﬂ |

The past iterations of the draft have often been circulated among tribal council leaders, but
the leadership has not been able to successfully communicate the essence of these rules and
procedures to the community at large.

FEteT fT#t & qd FEROT Y1 STAollcd TRYE & A3t & s @i e I7e, fhed Aqca
S foraait 3R SfShaT3HT T FeT 1T T AT FHATT TFeh TN ST H g H Hel el &1
THT|

Even though the Nicobarese community has been participating in Lok Sabha elections,
according to officials from the Office of the CEO, Andaman and Nicobar Islands, this would
be the first time a system of constituency-wise representative leadership structure will be
implemented for Nicobarese self-governance if the Draft Rules are finalised.

e fAslar Waer SfhwsiT Jaral # 7197 oI ¥eT &, T ot arsanet 3R falar g wogg
& 7Eg faatas Fftsdt (CEO) & Frifiery & fRsnial & 37ar, ofe #dler o sifam o &
] B € Al Ig Tl IR G19TT oI TolehlaRY TR o foIw fovdTere &1 3menfia gfafafees
AcJed TXTT o] T ST |

How do the Nicobarese tribal councils function today?

TIAT & AR FaaradT TRYS Fa 1 e §2

The Nicobarese community, a designated Scheduled Tribe with a total population of about
30,000 across the Nicobar group of Islands, is traditionally represented by Tribal Councils that
have been established over the last five to six decades.

HaHg # SA9THIT 30,000 8, Tsel dier & ©F a2rhl 7 T STl TRYET GarT IR &9 8
gfafafere urea #ar gl

Each group of inhabited islands in the Nicobar has its own Tribal Council.
fAPIR & Tedeh 3HTETE edlT TG T T 3T AT IR & |

Under this Tribal Council structure lies the village leadership, which comprises three
Captains per village, headed by the First Captain and assisted by the Second and Third
Captains.
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SH ST TRYE AT & el ATH AAcfed SAGEAT A &, TTaH vcdah aiia & faw dfer
HTATA €1 &, TSieTehl wicjcd TUH FTATT T ¢ IR e eI T4 1 FHoarar Tg1T ver
ERG RS

Including the Tribal Council of Little and Great Nicobar, seven Tribal Councils represent the

Nicobarese community in islands like Car Nicobar, Nancowry, Kamorta, Teressa, and
others.

fafee e 3k 3 PslaR & s wRvel @fgd For ara Sy aRvd #R FeEr,
AT, FTANET, AT YT 3= il 7 el aery 1 gfafafics s &

Since at least the mid-1970s, experts and scholars have observed that the Nicobarese have
been picking village captains through adult franchise.

HHA-J-H 1970 & g2reh & AT W FAw=At 3R fegret 2 Tg 4@ & f& Hrlan Tee aaws
AARARR & AT F UTH FHeclal T 9heT HAT & 8

The concept of captaincy as village leadership first emerged in the 16th Century, when the
Nicobarese who would go on board passing ships of colonial empires to negotiate began
calling themselves captains.

ITH ifcd o T H FTATel! SAGEYT T IAUROT Tgell IR 168 eraredt 7 3311, ST fFepiady Sty
3NfAATRIR ArHTSET & TR dTel STgTel TR STl A & AT ST & 3R TTT AT HcTel Fege
el

The British colonists were, however, the first to start legitimising the Captaincy structure as
representative leadership of the community for their own administrative advantage towards
the end of the 19th Century.

gTallioh, 19dT erared & 31 & fafeer sufaaem@nfeat st 3r9er gemafees areT & forvw sedmeiT sgawar
&Y T & GfAfAf®e Aqgcd & §T H JEAT YeTel AT TREH foha|

This structure eventually developed into a supplement to the social structure of large joint
families, often referred to as Tuhets, that could become a formal channel of communication
with the government.

g SIEAT 37T TAh 53 TFFcl TIRATR FHEH ol TSI T, fSeg 19: Jad (Tuhets)
FEl ST E, %wmﬁﬁﬁagﬁﬁwa;mmmwmmm?@
The idea of the tribal council, however, emerged only in the 1990s to facilitate and ease the

community’s entry into Government developmental activities, specifically in relation to a
Central government scheme of the time for poverty alleviation.

gTellieh, STeTSITcTa TTSe shY 3RO Shael 1990 & gerdh # 33, cifeh THERT T AIHRY
faerraTcae arfafaferdy, [y &9 & 30 T@a $1 s TR HT I 37T Aot F Siser iR

3T A AT 3T & b |

Today, the Nicobar district says that the Village leadership and the tribal councils have
become “the link between the Local Administration and the tribal people of the island... most
of the developmental schemes are being implemented through them only”.

3771 fraplaR Fora sremmaer &1 &gl & o armd Aed 3R STetarelta aRwe “wamha wemae 3t
m%mm%mﬂé@”mﬁ%ama%r%mﬁmﬁﬁ%mmﬁw@r
ST

How are leaders currently chosen in Nicobarese communities?

T A faplardt aoerit & Aaai F1 T F& far Jrar g2

Even though authorities in the Nicobar district administration have maintained that under
the current system, village captains are usually elected every four years, Anthropologist and
community leader Anstice Justin has told The Hindu that “there is actually not much
documentation on how exactly the leadership of the existing tribal councils operate”.

TEITY FAPIER ST URATHT 7 FgelT & foh TAHTT ATEAT 7 ATH FHecTad| ol IoATd AT
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Fcdeh IR a¥ # gIcT &, T 8 ATeTa =it 3R AeerRish Adr vfeved sif¥ea - Fer ¢ &
“GIETE H S ST T TUTCT GEATANRIUT STl 8] § foh TAHATT STAoTcId TRYal T Acea
g YR T HATE 1

A senior leader of the Tribal Council in Great Nicobar Island explained that elections for
Captains and Tribal Council chairperson are held whenever the community feels the need for
it.

e PR g7 Fr FeITd T TREG & Teh GRS AdT o7 TAT o hedTer 3R Setorndg akvg
37T o YeATd o AT T ST & ST THETT SHehT ITaLTehcll Hedd il &

This leader, who is also the First Captain of his village on Great Nicobar Island, elaborated,
“For example, the last time | was elected Captain was maybe around 2-3 years ago.

g AT, S Ie AR g FRUd 319 31fa & goH Hear off §, 3 fAear & samT, “3geor &
forg, ﬁaﬁrwﬁuw%mﬁaﬁmmzeaﬁqﬁ?ﬂml

There is a tradition in our community to get together for a village meeting.

FHAR T # ATH THT & [T ThiId glet hT W ¥ |

All residents of the village are present at this meeting.”

= Yoo & 71Ta & Tel Ao sufeya wa {1

The villagers then nominate names for the Captains of the village through popular
consensus.

% d1C, ATHUT FAWFATT S ATCIH F 1T & FHedlal & foIT A1 JEATAd T B
These names are then put on a ballot paper.
S d1G, SoT ATHT Sl ATIT TR o7 1T SATAT & |

“We make the ballot papers and print them out ourselves, we appoint a polling officer from
among us to conduct the ballot, and the person with the most votes becomes First Captain.”

“GH T ATYT 1R X & 3R 3¢ Afd I 8, ATl el & foIw 379e iy § e Adere
Frftradt Trggera &t €, 3R o e 317 A 1ot 81 € 96 WA FedleT a9 St gl

He added that similarly, the Tribal Council on Great Nicobar Island (GNI) has been
choosing the Chairperson by popular consensus, but that it had been decades since there
was an election to this position.

3ogiel Ig ¢ I foh 38 ehR A fAsar gdia (GNI) Fr Fetarrdir awg i 3rewrat 1 a3+
FEEFATT T HICA QN &, v 58 T & AT 19 U g a@reh T o &l

Villagers mostly think about candidates’ level of education, fluency in Hindi (the language of
government officials), “foreign” trips (an indicator of exposure to the world outside the
islands), and “smartness” (the ability to deal appropriately with officials and outsiders,
according to R. Venkat Ramanujam, Simron Jit Singh & Arild Vatn (2012)).

ITHIOT YT 3FHGarT v faTr, &Y 3 gatar (S TR TRt Y sreT §), “fager ammatt
(et & STE hT gt & TR &l Hehl) AT “FAICAR” (37Tel TR 3R F1ed ot &
3R 31 @ STEER F¥e hY &TH, SHAT o AR, dhe Tategore, Rierer S e stk wies arer
(2012) = 3eoi@ fRaT §) T €11 7 W@ &1

What Ramanujam et al. noted, however, was that even though the Captains and Council were
elected, “decisions were taken after popular consultation, usually through community
meetings, and the tribal council did not have unilateral decision-making powers.”

gTellfeh, IATTSTH 3R 3e7eh HE LTI o g Seold T foh FegTy sheder R aRwe faifad g
&, R & “FoA0Tr SeT-TelTg o T, FAII: FHGTAS St & Aed# I forw sid 3, 3R
AT IRYE & I ThcWT AU olat T AfFd =Tgr AT

Consequently, the captains were neither seen as lawmakers nor as “leaders” balancing
social and political concerns.

HolEa®Y, HTATAT bl T ol SleTeT THTT HIAT ST AT IR 7 & OF “AAT” o & F @I ST AT S
qrATfSteh 3R Toteiiferen fRidm3it & sfrer defefel TA1fd Y &l
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Why are the proposed changes causing concern?

gEarada gRad« Rdr &1 FROT F4f 77§ 272

Tribal Council leaders who have spoken to The Hindu about the implications of the new
Draft Rules said that the proposed structure is largely being seen as something that would
disrupt their traditional ways of perceiving governance.

FASATHRT IRYE & ToieT 13T oF AT AHlET A& & gHaT 9¥ 379 AR cerd U, 3oTehT Shgedl
& T uraTfad Ta=T T VT ST & §9 H SWT ST 8T & Sif AT T FHST 3R Fanford et
% 3oTh RN dlIehl T 1T FT ThdT g

The tribal council leader from Great Nicobar said, “We have been using this way of
governing our villages for generations.”

AT APEAR & Ueh ST TRYG AdT oF al, ‘7 NieAT & 3791 ITTaT T FaTelel 38T adih &
FLAIMEEI

“We hold elections through consensus when needed, and our traditional ways of living are so
well integrated into how we oversee the islands and villages.”

‘SIS HTERIHAT Gl &, T §H HAIHFAT & ATETH I FolTd 1 8, R §AR TR Siiee-
TS gl iR aTTaT o TR o E ITETS W 33 RN

“This looks like it will turn all of this into an office job that we will have to do in addition to the
lives we live on the islands.”

“UET It g1l § o I O caaen veh Fraterdt w1 A deet Seett, o g7 39+ g Siraet
& ATARF st ggam)”

Meanwhile, Mr. Justin has noted that there is a real chance that an attempt to notify the
Rules has come now in light of the opposition the government is facing from the Tribal
Council on GNI.

58 e, st STf¥eer o1 gl & Toh Ig aredides HemraeT g o et at rfergie et 1 oame o
THT # RT3 T & ST TFR FF GNI T STAATAT TG I FIRTET 7 ATHAT Tl I8 T &

Even though he acknowledged that systemic problems of opacity have riddled the existing
system of Tribal Councils and Village Captaincy.

BTollTeh 3ogiet Ig off TAIPR fohaT o IRERIAT T Fat S TRAATCHS AT TIHA STATTAT
aR¥e 3R T el cgaedr 7 Hisie ¢ |

“For instance, in several Island Tribal Councils, it remains unclear when the Chairperson was
last elected and what kind of authority they wield,” he said.

35giel hel, “3GTERUT o ToIT, g GAIIIT AT GRYaT 7 Tg TISC 6l ¢ [oh LT I Hfaa
g?rma»—q'gaﬂmamsdqoqmqwdq # fFas e g1

But experts like Mr. Justin, who have worked with the government on engaging with the
indigenous communities of the Andaman and Nicobar Islands (A&NI), have doubted
whether the entire Nicobarese community in the islands will have the time and resources to
understand the Draft Rules as they have been notified.

T st STf¥ea oI farwret, foiegiel 3isamet 3R AR gl g (A&NI) T Taeell Haert &
Y TIRRT TR IR H1Y AT &, 3 ST I o] T ST I & [ FAT I fARITRY Ferd
it Feter g@t I @A & faw vaficd @@y iR dare sjer g

The context of the Regulation under which they will be implemented, and the implications of
introducing such a system for their village-level governance.

a1y €1 4 39 faferaseT i gsasif@ 3R 30 TR T cTaeT Y ATH-TANT AR H o] A &
qﬂﬁﬁﬁmﬁﬁmaﬁ,m&ﬂq&amgﬂ%l

The Tribal Welfare Department of the A&NI administration has said that it will wait till June
15 for suggestions and objections, after which a final version may be notified.

A&NI TRITH & TSI Fearor fasTmer & &1 © 1% a8 15 (e o garal 3R 3mafaat & yelier
T, foraes a1 3ifae weator st o o a5
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e While the Tribal Councils of Nicobar are yet to hand in a formal objection or suggestions, the

Congress party in A&NI has already objected to them and called for their withdrawal.

Te I forhiaR T Sefottcia aRwer of 3787 e #1$ JitoranRes 3mafer a7 gema seda el e g,

mqﬁﬁA&mﬁgaﬁaﬁa:rfawmgngémaﬁaﬁrmaﬁr%l

e Primarily citing the lack of recognition for the Tuhet system and the lack of consultation with

the community before bringing this draft.

S8 HET HRUN & &I & Jad O Tl AT o [GIT STl TUT 38 HHIS T T d el & I8

AT W gAied gAY & T ST adram g
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FCRA Bill — expanding state control over civil society

THHEIIRT fA9Ts — ATTRE FATS W AT F 901 #1 fawdqar

FCRA Bill — expanding state control over civil society

he Foreign Contribution (Regulation)
Amendment (FCRA) Bill, 2026,
introduced in the Lok Sabha on March
25, 2026, is far more than a routine
regulatory measure. While presented as a step
towards greater transparency and national
security, it significantly increases executive
power, transforming the FCRA from a law
regulating foreign funding into one that enables
extensive state control over non-governmental
organisations (NGOs), charitable trusts, and
educational and religious institutions.

From oversight to overreach

The current FCRA regime was already among the
most stringent regulations governing civil society
in any democracy. The 2020 amendments
imposed strict restrictions: requiring all foreign
contributions to pass through a single bank
branch (State Bank of India) in New Delhi,
reducing administrative expenditure limits from
50% to 20%, banning sub-granting to smaller
organisations, and expanding suspension powers.
These measures alone devastated thousands of
NGOs, particularly smaller faith-based and
charitable bodies serving marginalised groups.

The 2026 Bill goes much further. By
introducing a new Chapter IIIA (and removing
the previous Section 15) and replacing existing
asset-management provisions, it creates a
framework for the government to seamlessly vest
organisational assets and properties without
compensation or management. Its most troubling
provision is the proposed Section 14B, which
introduces automatic “cessation” of FCRA
registration. An organisation could lose its
registration not only if renewal is denied but also
if it fails to apply on time or if renewal remains
pending. This effectively allows institutions to be
paralysed through procedural delays rather than
proven misconduct, weakening due process and
increasing executive discretion.

The gravest concern is Section 16A under the
new Chapter IIIA. It states that when an FCRA
registration is cancelled, surrendered, or deemed
to have ceased, all foreign contributions and
assets derived from them automatically
“provisionally vest” in a government-designated
authority, without prior judicial review or
independent adjudication. This means that a
simple administrative decision can strip
organisations of control over their funds and
property. As cancellation under Section 14 can be
based on broad and subjective grounds such as
“public interest,” organisations risk losing control
of their assets even for minor, procedural, or
disputed violations. Because cancellation under
Section 14 triggers the application of Section 16A,
organisations risk losing assets even for
procedural, minor, or disputed breaches. The
designated authority would then be empowered
to manage, transfer, or dispose of these assets,
with sale proceeds credited to the Consolidated
Fund of India. The provision is particularly
sweeping because it may cover assets funded
both domestically and from abroad—potentially
bringing schools, hospitals, orphanages, religious
institutions, charitable organisations, and places

Y
i
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of worship such as churches, mosques, and
temples built over decades under government
control. The powers granted to the Designated
Authority are extraordinary. It can take control of
assets, manage institutions, oversee finances, and
alter operations in the vaguely defined “public
interest,” giving the executive wide discretion. If
an organisation fails to secure restoration or
re-registration within the prescribed period, the
vesting becomes permanent. The Authority may
then transfer or sell the assets, with the proceeds
credited to the Consolidated Fund of India -
effectively enabling executive confiscation
through legal process.

This endangers not only the survival of
organisations but also the essential services and
infrastructure upon which communities depend.
FCRA assets include land, buildings, vehicles,
equipment, and unspent funds, raising the real
possibility that institutions could be effectively
shut down. Foreign donors primarily support
Indian charitable organisations to aid vulnerable
communities, promote education, improve
public health, and advance other public-interest
goals. These contributions help organisations
deliver tangible societal benefits.

Seizing such funds into the Consolidated Fund
based on weak or disputed allegations defeats the
very purpose of these donations. The new
provisions thus expose Indian organisations to
the constant risk of state expropriation,
endangering both donated funds and the assets
they support. This framework establishes
sweeping procedures for “provisional vesting”
and “permanent vesting” of assets in a
government-appointed “Designated Authority”.

The amendments also deepen executive
control during suspension and investigation. The
amended Section 13 bars organisations from
managing their assets without prior approval
during suspension, effectively paralysing their
operations. The revised Section 43 centralises
enforcement by requiring Union government
approval before any state agency can investigate
FCRA violations. Combined with broader
definitions of “key functionaries” and increased
personal liability for office-bearers, the Bill risks
creating a climate of fear that discourages civil
society participation.

Limited accountability
The 2026 Bill proposes abolishing Section 22,
which currently deals with the disposal of assets
of defunct or non-operational organisations. The
law also lacks clear timelines for approving or
rejecting FCRA licences, permissions,
registrations, and renewals, leading to
uncertainty and delays that can hinder projects
dependent on foreign funding and
disproportionately impact vulnerable
communities. Often, reasons for cancellation are
not publicly disclosed due to national security
concerns, making it difficult for organisations to
challenge such decisions. Cancellations or
suspensions might occur due to procedural
lapses, risking the shutdown of organisations
serving communities.

The impact on minority communities,

especially Christians, is particularly worrying.
Christian organisations run thousands of schools,
colleges, hospitals, orphanages, tribal welfare
bodies, and charitable trusts—many supported by
ongoing funding from churches, diaspora groups,
and humanitarian agencies. There are many such
institutions in Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Nagaland,
Mizoram, and Meghalaya. It is a fact that
minorities operate charitable organisations that
mainly benefit the majority. Under Section 16A,
these could face government takeover if their
registration lapses, renewal is delayed, or
cancellation procedures are initiated. Institutions
such as long-established convent schools,
colleges, mission hospitals, and orphanages face
the risk of coming under government control
simply due to procedural non-compliance. But
the fact remains that the government is

ically targeting organisations one after
another, and between 2014 and 2026, about
22,000 FCRA licences have been cancelled for no
valid or credible reasons. It could be stated with
concern that the government appears to be
eyeing the properties of minorities, which in
reality benefits the majority.

Cancellations of FCRA licences threaten
ongoing efforts in child protection,
immunisation, neonatal health, nutrition, early
childhood education, parental involvement,
youth skills development, and access to
government schemes in affected regions. The
sector contributes significantly to the
economy—around 2% of GDP-with roughly four
lakh to eight lakh individuals per organisation
losing access to vital services due to revoked
licences. According to the 2014 Ministry of

Statistics and Programme Implementation report,

civil society organisations generate 27 lakh jobs
and 34 lakh full-time volunteers, surpassing
public sector employment. A separate survey of
515 NGOs found that 47% are the main source of
employment in more than half the localities
where they operate. These amendments threaten
not only the existence of organisations but also
the infrastructure and community resources
relied upon by millions.

Constitutional rights under threat
Critics view the Bill as a serious threat to civil
society and minority institutions. Its vague
“public interest” standard could be used against
organisations working on minority rights, tribal
welfare, environmental protection, human rights,
or public advocacy. The result may be a chilling
effect, discouraging donors, trustees, and
volunteers from supporting such organisations.
The Bill also raises constitutional concerns
under Articles 14, 19(1)(c), 25, 26, 29, 30, and
300A. By concentrating broad powers in the
executive, it risks undermining freedom of
association, the autonomy of religious and
educational institutions, and property rights.
Any regulation of foreign contributions must
be accompanied by due process, independent
oversight, and safeguards against arbitrary state
action. Without such protections, the Bill risks
becoming one of the most oppressive laws
affecting civil society in modern India.
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THHEIIRT fAOTs — ATTRE FATS W AT F FI70r #1 fawarn

The Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Amendment (FCRA) Bill, 2026, introduced in the
Lok Sabha on March 25, 2026, is far more than a routine regulatory measure.

25 ATE 2026 Y ANHFHT H T fagelt srerer (fafaasrer) waeer (FCRA) fadra, 2026 dae
T A [ aTeh 39T § Fe1 31Tee Agcaqu! ¢

While presented as a step towards greater transparency and national security, it
significantly increases executive power, transforming the FCRA from a law regulating foreign
funding into one that enables extensive state control over non-governmental organisations
(NGOs), charitable trusts, and educational and religious institutions.

TeaTy 38 31ftreh aRefRYAT 3R Iedr R i feer & Teh sheH & T H TEdd b1 IATE, T§
FrqTiereRT T ATFTAT & o= Feftr HTdr g 3R FCRA T fagel faqaivor i fdf3d #a
aTel STofe] { TG VAT FHlofel Fo1T &l © ST AL-FIFRT HarSaAt (NGOs), UHTY #ardt ar
AeTTOT Ta el T IR SIS TN o =or T At S g

From oversight to overreach

et & srfaswaor g

The current FCRA regime was already among the most stringent regulations governing civil
society in any democracy.

TAHATT FCRA SHaEIT Ugel O &Y fhdY off Aerditeh caaeam & AT THTST i A= d e
aTel IE FoR ATAT & T e AN

The 2020 amendments imposed strict restrictions: requiring all foreign contributions to pass
through a single bank branch (State Bank of India) in New Delhi, reducing administrative
expenditure limits from 50% to 20%, banning sub-granting to smaller organisations, and
expanding suspension powers.

2020 & AT o FoR vfaaer e, S=re Tefr fagel sieemET #F 73 e fud Te dF 31w
T3AT BT TohATT QT & BT SRe T JTTAaTdT, TRt S HIAT Sl 50% § TerhT 20%
AT, DIC HITSHAT ohl 3TefeTed GEATUT TR ek ST T {eolelat Farehy APt T faecdR mfder
|

These measures alone devastated thousands of NGOs, particularly smaller faith-based and
charitable bodies serving marginalised groups.

ST 3UTAT & &1 §TRT NGOs, 4y &7 & afere eeral & dar =) arel Bl enféieh vd gy
HaTSaAT ol IR T & gaTfad fomam|

The 2026 Bill goes much further.

2026 &7 AT TR o el 3P AT 8

By introducing a new Chapter IlIA (and removing the previous Section 15) and replacing
existing asset-management provisions, it creates a framework for the government to
seamlessly vest organisational assets and properties without compensation or management.

T ITEATT 1IIA FT M % (3 I URT 15 T TR TAUT TAATT HUT-HSTET STaeieii r
e e, I8 TXhR o To=T Fohell ITcgfcl I T el cTaedT & HIS-cHS
gREufaat 3k Fufaat @ 3m9a fAI=0T 7 J T g JeTd adar gl

Its most troubling provision is the proposed Section 14B, which introduces automatic
“cessation” of FCRA registration.

T T RdTeieteh JTatiel IEATTad €RT 14B §, S FCRA GSiieuT sl Tadifeld “GHTCA” Shi
SHTEYT FEJ T AT |

An organisation could lose its registration not only if renewal is denied but also if it fails to
apply on time or if renewal remains pending.
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PIS HITS 3T Tl 0T ha ol AT 0T IEAIHR 8l W &Y 761, STodh JHT W 3TAG of Hlal
T FAARIOT ST TEot T U & ofr @ Fepar B

This effectively allows institutions to be paralysed through procedural delays rather than
proven misconduct, weakening due process and increasing executive discretion.

Y HEUT3T T Y IR & oI TihaneTd faeid & ATegd & [ATSh a0 5T el 8,
forad faftre aftear & Riqeia wae g1a 8 3R sridTfore &1 faash iR seart|

The gravest concern is Section 16A under the new Chapter IlIA.

Y 7T AT 70 37ETR=T 1A F 37T TEATAT ORT 16A T IhT 8

It states that when an FCRA registration is cancelled, surrendered, or deemed to have
ceased, all foreign contributions and assets derived from them automatically “provisionally
vest” in a government-designated authority, without prior judicial review or independent
adjudication.

38 ITAR, ST fohdll FCRA TsfiehioT &1 Teg, FHTI I FHATST AT STl 8, o 3T 9o Fefr
fagel srereret 3R 3@ AT TREIRT Faa: § U SR garT AfAe wiftraor 7 3l
&0 § AT 8t sl &, o ey 9 =R wefet ar wad= ot gfsrar &

This means that a simple administrative decision can strip organisations of control over their
funds and property.

HHT 37 & T had T Temafas AT & 3R W HIr6aAT f 3T et 3R aufaar w
T ¥ IiIT RT3 Gehar B

As cancellation under Section 14 can be based on broad and subjective grounds such as
“public interest,” organisations risk losing control of their assets even for minor, procedural, or
disputed violations.

Hfeh &R 14 & A ToThIUT T&G YT “ellehige” S ST AR eafeFaoieh 3MURT 9T €79 ¢,
$ATAT TS Y AT, TishdTcrsh AT f[qarfed Seeaa & HrRor 8 3r9e aReafat ox fazsor
Qe FT NRA AT 8l

Because cancellation under Section 14 triggers the application of Section 16A, organisations
risk losing assets even for procedural, minor, or disputed breaches.

FIfR URT 14 & 3N IGEHUT URT 16A T Tlhd X T &, FHTAIT HISaAT Sl TThATT, BIC
77 faarfed Soorgsit & forw 8 39+l Fuferar @ist &1 @’ WEaT gl

The designated authority would then be empowered to manage, transfer, or dispose of these
assets, with sale proceeds credited to the Consolidated Fund of India.

2 J1E, AAT YTTARIOT i 37 TRATTIIT T TaE1, §EATAROT AT FATeTe ket & 3fURR g
3R 3eehr farshr & wred T siRe i waAfra Ay 3 srm i seef

The provision is particularly sweeping because it may cover assets funded both domestically
and from abroad—potentially bringing schools, hospitals, orphanages, religious institutions,
charitable organisations, and places of worship such as churches, mosques, and temples
built over decades under government control.

FE LT TIAY §F & A1 & e 7§ el IR Feeh et et & faaen e ot
YA SRR H o FohdT ¢, FTad gereht & fAfAT fagamer, sreadre, 3erares, enfie deur,
AT HarseT AT T, AfEe 3R AT S Lot T il TR @071 & 37 Fehd &

The powers granted to the Designated Authority are extraordinary.

ATFAT TITAHIOT ' T T TS ATFAAT T ETUROT & |

It can take control of assets, manage institutions, oversee finances, and alter operations in
the vaguely defined “public interest,” giving the executive wide discretion.

g qREAUTIIT T fATTOT 39T 81T H o HhdT §, TEATAT T T Y TohdT g, oty arfafafeaar
T [ATRIAT I ThdT & TUT 3TIST T T IRATNT “Alehigd” o AT IR JaTeled H TRacle
HohdT &, Toad SRITTToreRT &Y ca19eh faaehIfeR 9ed g Srar |
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If an organisation fails to secure restoration or re-registration within the prescribed period, the
vesting becomes permanent.

I 1S Heraet foreie ety 3 $ax JoTaTerelr AT 9a: TSfemoT STedt Fdet 3 el TGl &, of I
fAfecenor TRt g Srar g1

The Authority may then transfer or sell the assets, with the proceeds credited to the
Consolidated Fund of India — effectively enabling executive confiscation through legal
process.

g% ST ITAHI0T IRTYTIAT T §EATAROT IT fash T T TehdT & 3R 3T uTed Uiy TR Y
AR Ay 7 ST Fr o1 Tl &, Toras faftes gfonar & Areas & sRiTfeleT ganrT gy &9
q gufa Mg @erg 8 Srar &1

This endangers not only the survival of organisations but also the essential services and
infrastructure upon which communities depend.

I Haol HISeA1 & 37T 1 8T o781, Sfodh 37 IHTaeTh a3l 3R raa=T=A3iT Fr oy WX &
STorelT § FoeT o) wogerr fveR Gt &

FCRA assets include land, buildings, vehicles, equipment, and unspent funds, raising the
real possibility that institutions could be effectively shut down.

FCRA aRuaferat & off#, s1ae1, areet, SertoT 3R 3o fATerar enfdrer €, forady deumt &
AT T T §¢ &1 STl hl JEdTdeh THTAAT o] &l g

Foreign donors primarily support Indian charitable organisations to aid vulnerable
communities, promote education, improve public health, and advance other public-interest
goals.

faeel areterdr HEa: ARt Hareat @1 aftra FHErT $I Ferrar ae, el # gorar &,
AT {eieh TARLT A GUR ATl TAUT e el (SciehT 3T i 31T el & ToIT Hg 2T Feret
A

These contributions help organisations deliver tangible societal benefits.

q AT ST Y FATST & forT 31 X TegaT al1e Tt it 3 Heral Fd ¢ |

Seizing such funds into the Consolidated Fund of India based on weak or disputed
allegations defeats the very purpose of these donations.

FAAR IT Farfed 3RGT & 3R X O ATt o R i gAfra A& & casiaRa s
3T Tt & T 3602 1 &1 Fawel T & B

The new provisions thus expose Indian organisations to the constant risk of state
expropriation, endangering both donated funds and the assets they support.

$H YR, AT TTalle] HRATT HaToait i e’ T GART HTAAGOT o SilTEH o THET @sT it
g, Tored arer &1 18 AT 3R 3@ [ fda aREufrar St @or # g St &

This framework establishes sweeping procedures for “provisional vesting” and “permanent
vesting” of assets in a government-appointed Designhated Authority.

Ig ST TR Tgerc AR wiferhior & aREufat & “sreurd fafeiemwor aur urh
fAfedewIor & fow caTge gfehard TTfd eaT gl

The amendments also deepen executive control during suspension and investigation.
q FRvereT foeratet 3R Sirer Y 3rafer 3 srarfereht & farsror &I 3R 317 goo Fd &
The amended Section 13 bars organisations from managing their assets without prior
approval during suspension, effectively paralysing their operations.

TN 4R 13 fo¥eiaret T 3afer & gRIeT Haraal sl g 3rgafc & foeir 3raei aREafat 1
Gt &lel A Vbl &, Forad Iorehr arfafaferar gardy &9 8 o9 & dehat 21

The revised Section 43 centralises enforcement by requiring Union government approval
before any state agency can investigate FCRA violations.

G2 4T 43 fRdY off T Told GaRT FCRA 3eagsll &l SiTd YRFEH e § Ugel ohg GhR
T AT AT ST TarcTal FfohdT T helehioT e &
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o Combined with broader definitions of “key functionaries” and increased personal liability for
office-bearers, the Bill risks creating a climate of fear that discourages civil society
participation.

“mm’ﬁmmmmﬁmﬁmmxm
Ao I8 FA9Tes 917 T UET aTdTaR0T 3cesT i HehdT & ST AR FHTST T HeNERY hr
garcagd |

Limited accountability

AT FaEd

e The 2026 Bill proposes abolishing Section 22, which currently deals with the disposal of
assets of defunct or non-operational organisations.

2026 T AU TRT 22 FT GHTCT et T FEJTT AT &, S adAHTT H AT a1 RFrRig
AT FT RGN & e & GeRa g

e The law also lacks clear timelines for approving or rejecting FCRA licences, permissions,
registrations, and renewals, leading to uncertainty and delays that can hinder projects
dependent on foreign funding and disproportionately impact vulnerable communities.

FlefeT H FCRA oligdd, AT, Tofienull 3R Adelienivil &l Tlighe AT 3EdIHd A & fow
TS HHT-TNAT 7 378779 &, FTT8 AR AR faeia Scue=T giar & F2ur facei faaaiyor
TR IRIISTATY ST &Y Tehell & 3R SHHT ITHA T A T8 JeTd dfed Foerdi R I

ghdr gl
e Often, reasons for cancellation are not publicly disclosed due to national security concerns,
making it difficult for organisations to challenge such decisions.

37FET ISR F&TT Farely I3t o HROT TEEIhTuT o RO hT AT Toteh oTel TehdT ST, forerer
TGt 3 forw T ottt Getlelt &otr hfdet gt STl 1

e Cancellations or suspensions might occur due to procedural lapses, risking the shutdown of
organisations serving communities.

fhTTC Tt o HROT 8 TSHeh0T Teg AT fleifet T ST TehelT B, Torasy Tegerat & dar siet
JTel GISAT & &G gled bl Gl 3o gidT o |

e The impact on minority communities, especially Christians, is particularly worrying.
HETHETF FHGHT, TAATHT SHISAT, T HHT TTa FaIY & & Ficiroieres ¢ |

e Christian organisations run thousands of schools, colleges, hospitals, orphanages, tribal
welfare bodies, and charitable trusts—many supported by ongoing funding from churches,
diaspora groups, and humanitarian agencies.

SIS TS TR T I, AFHACATAY, TS, HATAT, TATAT HedToT FEATT 3T
AT w1 Feferd a3 8, foeTs & 3reieh at =, sraret Fagerdt 3R AT geradr vt &
fORaR foeir geraar wreg g g1

e There are many such institutions in Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Nagaland, Mizoram, and
Meghalaya.

UH 3Holeh HEUT I, AAAATg, TS, A 3K Fare & [fya £
e Itis a fact that minorities operate charitable organisations that mainly benefit the majority.
TE T2 & oh 3eqHETh! gaRT FATfeld TATY HIToeT I SEHEAS FHATST I ol TgelTel & |
e Under Section 16A, these could face government takeover if their registration lapses,
renewal is delayed, or cancellation procedures are initiated.

YRT 16A & 37ceTd, ATE 3oTohT Tollamtor AT &1 STV, AdIhIoT H fIeid g1 AT IEdIahoT &
GfehaT IRF &1 AT, df 3o TXHRT JITAAGOT ST HIHAT T IS ThdT & |

e Institutions such as long-established convent schools, colleges, mission hospitals, and
orphanages face the risk of coming under government control simply due to procedural non-
compliance.
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Srdehrer ¥ TAAT Flede facaTer, Agfacared, fAre 3readrer 3R 3eATTerd el FfhameTd
3TeTIToleT 3 ot & FHIROT TR TTOT 3 3Tt & ST T T I Fhel

But the fact remains that the government is systematically targeting organisations one after
another, and between 2014 and 2026, about 22,000 FCRA licences have been cancelled for
no valid or credible reasons.

oo TE T 9T 31T & oh TR Shaaer: HaTsait Y foARTr 17 T &, 3} 2014 & 2026 H a1
STITHIT 22,000 FCRA aTgdd o= fonalt 37 am faeaaeiy RoT & Yeg, fohw arw &

It could be stated with concern that the government appears to be eyeing the properties of
minorities, which in reality benefits the majority.

T & |1 T FgT ST HeveT ¢ fob TR T g eqaeaeht S Ffrdl X 9elid gidt &, ot
Wﬁwwwzagﬁ@%wﬁwmﬁl
Cancellations of FCRA licences threaten ongoing efforts in child protection, immunisation,

neonatal health, nutrition, early childhood education, parental involvement, youth skills
development, and access to government schemes in affected regions.

FCRA aTgdaT &1 faecdienor ufshar arer aTor, E1hIeioT, Adelld FTaEey, NyoT, YRIFE
STegehrel FRAGT, JITRHTARIT TEHIRNAT, aT et fahry FuT yenfad &=t H TWHRY ATA131 dh
T & foIT et T T T G H STl &

The sector contributes significantly to the economy—around 2% of GDP—uwith roughly four

lakh to eight lakh individuals per organisation losing access to vital services due to revoked
licences.

e &1 T TEAT & HgcaqUT ANTETeT Gl 5—aAIeTaT GDP &I 2%—3HR Isdd e g1t &
mﬁémwwwmﬁmmw%aﬁaﬁm&w@m&ﬁwq—gamﬂﬁaﬁ?ﬁ
gl

According to the 2014 Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation report, civil
society organisations generate 27 lakh jobs and 34 lakh full-time volunteers, surpassing
public sector employment.

WITETHT Ud FRIHH FRiTead HATTT HT 2014 H R & TR, ARTRS FATS T+ 27
T WTaTR 3R 34 o quiehiiole FadAdent &1 Fofel d &, 511 AIdotfeleh &1 & Ao §
g

A separate survey of 515 NGOs found that 47% are the main source of employment in more
than half the localities where they operate.

515 IR-THRT ST IR fohT ITT Teh 3T FAEGTOT H IAT 31T Toh 3T H 47% 37 8131 H AsTIR
T YHE FId & STl @ B &

These amendments threaten not only the existence of organisations but also the
infrastructure and community resources relied upon by millions.

A TR Shael HITSaAT oh e T €1 6T Tioeh 3o HTETAI 3R ArHeT Ak FaTersi i off
T 7 3rerd & o1 9 @l oo e &

Constitutional rights under threat

HauTae FOFRY I FHe

Critics view the Bill as a serious threat to civil society and minority institutions.
3Tl 39 fA9TSh Y AR FATST 3R AeTHETd FEYTE! & T 37 @aRT A £

Its vague “public interest” standard could be used against organisations working on minority
rights, tribal welfare, environmental protection, human rights, or public advocacy.

SHHT ITTSE “AFigd” ARICS IeUTEIS JTASRI, FTASTAIT FHoATOT, TATIIUT TIETUT,
ATAATTAHRT 3UAT STeATRT Tehlelcd ¥ SIS TSI & TaTets 3UTNT fohdT ST HehcT &

The result may be a chilling effect, discouraging donors, trustees, and volunteers from
supporting such organisations.
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3% TRUTHETRT Ueh HARRT THTT 3cTooT &1 ohdT &, ST STAGTAT3l, ~aaar 3R Taadaeht &l
VY G T THAT el T galcHIed Ha|

e The Bill also raises constitutional concerns under Articles 14, 19(1)(c), 25, 26, 29, 30, and
300A.

Ig TaUes 31e7eda 14, 19(1)(M), 25, 26, 29, 30 A 300A & 3icHaTd Hatnfere FRIaTd off scueat
ATel

e By concentrating broad powers in the executive, it risks undermining freedom of
association, the autonomy of religious and educational institutions, and property rights.

FRUIRT & TS ATFAAT FT higd Tk Ig HISA Tl T TadadT, A1 va a7
HEATAT Y TIIAAT AT IR F HAFRY P FHAR a1 FT SNQH oo aaT gl

e Any regulation of foreign contributions must be accompanied by due process, independent
oversight, and safeguards against arbitrary state action.

el sereEt & fordY of fafoassr & arr RftrasAa afraT, Tads ReRE gar e i
HAHTAT TS o TaTe &I 3UT glell TR &

e Without such protections, the Bill risks becoming one of the most oppressive laws affecting
civil society in modern India.

U FRETT 3UTA & 378779 H Tg [q&2eh 3MeYfeieh TR # ARTRE HATST T T e dlel T
EHARRY Hlefeil A H Teh o Hhcl ¢ |

GS Paper I11: Economy 12 June 2026

TOPICS COVERED

1236

Homemakers are ‘nation builders’, their work is worth at least ¥30,000 a month,
says SC

AR OrAT TUvg-AATAT §, 39% FI FT AeT FA § FA €30,000 IAAE §, ITAGH
AT A gl

1236

Implementation complete, but workers still vulnerable

12J6 | Indian textile sector witnessing revival of investments
HRAT 67 819 | T3 7 qorcyr 3uar # A wry
12J6 | RIL, Vedanta, Adani said to join hands to cut China rare earth reliance

et q getsr et fAsRar & F3a & fAT RIL, Vedanta 31X Adani & |1 3Ta} 7 a1t

1236

Once an Arab oil embargo victim, U.S. now becomes world’s top oil exporter

Felt 3 e wideer w1 fAFR @1 3ARFT, 39 g gferar w1 gad 7371 A7 fAAaw
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Homemakers are ‘nation builders’, their work
is worth at least 30,000 a month, says SC

Rizmi Lia M.
CHENNAI

Observing that homemak-
ers deserve to be recog-
nised as “nation builders”,
the Supreme Court on
Thursday ruled that the
unpaid domestic work per-
formed by them must be
monetised at a minimum
of ¥30,000 per month
while calculating compen-
sation for deaths in road
accidents.

The ruling came in an
appeal arising from a mo-
tor accident claim in Pun-
jab where a woman named
Reshma died in a road acci-
dent in November 2001.
Her husband and three
children approached the
Motor Accident Claims Tri-
bunal seeking compensa-
tion. While the tribunal

12J6. Homemakers are ‘nation builders’, their work is worth at least ¥30,000 a

; = irnoll
The court said motor accident
compensation claims should
be decided within a year.

awarded compensation in
2003, they approached the
High Court to enhance the
amount. On appeal, the
High Court enhanced the
compensation to 8.43
lakh with 7.5% interest,
providing for a higher rate

month, says SC
IfRforat wrsg-faATar 8, 39% F1F #1 7T FH F FA 230,000 9fAATE 8, ITqGH

T A gl

of interest in case of delay
in payment.

A Division Bench of Jus-
tice Sanjay Karol and Jus-
tice N.K. Singh said the
contribution of a home-
maker extended beyond
the household and played
a vital role in nation-build-
ing. “We are of the view
that the housewife contri-
butes to the growth of the
human being and the na-
tion,” said the Bench.

Shift to ‘homemaker’
Justice Karol stated that
“loss of domestic care”
would be an additional
ground to the heads of
damages previously recog-
nised by the court.

The top court also noted
the need to shift from the
stereotypical terminology
of daily usage from “house-

wife” to “homemaker”.

The court said motor ac-
cident compensation
claims should ordinarily be
decided within a year.
“Such cases should be de-
cided within a year usual-
ly, the Bench said.

Recognising all aspects
of being a homemaker and
the unpaid labour that a
homemaker undertakes,
the court directed the Mo-
tor Accidents Claim Tribu-
nal (MACT) to award a sep-
arate compensation of
¥30,000 per month under
the head of “domestic
care” in cases involving
death of a homemaker.

It clarified that this
amount would be treated
as the minimum value of a
homemaker’s unpaid work
and would increase by 10%
every three years. If the

Supreme Court recognises homemakers as “nation builders”

Hafed #araTerT & ROt H g AT & w9 F Aegard

e Observing that homemakers deserve to be recognised as “nation builders”, the Supreme

homemaker also had a
paid job, this amount
would be awarded in addi-
tion to her income.

However, the court re-
sorted to the application of
homemaker to the tradi-
tional image of woman.
The court said, “As a result
on one circumstance or
another, sometimes unfor-
tunate sometimes not, a
man may too need to don
the role of a homemaker. It
is not to take away from
the efforts of these men
who also deserve recogni-
tion and acknowledgment,
but for the purposes of the
present case and more par-
ticularly the quantification
of domestic efforts, we li-
mit its application to the
quintessential and tradi-
tional image, that of a
woman.”

Court on Thursday ruled that the unpaid domestic work performed by them must be

monetised at a minimum of ¥30,000 per month while calculating compensation for deaths in

road accidents.

m%mﬁmﬁg@%g—ﬁﬂﬁ(ﬁ%ﬂ)ﬁ“mﬁﬁﬂ’%mﬁwmm,

Wﬁmﬁwaﬁﬁﬂhﬁm%ﬂsw gécmsﬁﬁwg%amai A F3TaST T IOTAT

I GHY 3eTeh GART T 1T HAcToTeh EXe] 1 T =TT T30,000 Ffey ATE o MR <X

3717 FHeaiehet foRaT ST =1iRT |

e The ruling came in an appeal arising from a motor accident claim in Punjab where a woman

named Reshma died in a road accident in November 2001.

Ig RO USITe # Ueh RIeT GEEAT STaT HIHe & Heiftre 37ciier ¥ fem arar, forae Yeram A1

AT & AaaY 2001 7 Feh GeieaT A #7cg &1 913 AT

e Her husband and three children approached the Motor Accident Claims Tribunal seeking
compensation.

3ofeh afet 3R fieT STt F FMAS HY ART P §T HNE gHeT araT AR (MACT) FT &Xaralm

Ycyc|
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e While the tribunal awarded compensation in 2003, they approached the High Court to
enhance the amount.

e IfAHI0T A 2003 F HTEST Tere fomam o1, e it TRaR o TRy Sgrat & forw 3w
AT H 3797l H

e On appeal, the High Court enhanced the compensation to ¥8.43 lakh with 7.5% interest,
providing for a higher rate of interest in case of delay in payment.

37TeT TR 3T~ o H3TA T TR TG X8.43 AT T & T 7.5% 4TSl 311 et fohaT,
T EY $ITCATT # el §lod I TR SATST & b YITeTeT FohaT |

e A Division Bench of Justice Sanjay Karol and Justice N.K. Singh said the contribution of a
homemaker extended beyond the household and played a vital role in nation-building.

FarEfd Horg Fe 3 FArEfd v, i i @sdis A g1 6 v g-gaus &1 ARIeT Hae
B e WA 8T gielT, s ag Weg faaATor 7 off Fgeaqol sffen fFemar g

o “We are of the view that the housewife contributes to the growth of the human being and the
nation,” said the Bench.

GG o e, “GANT Ad ¢ 1o ITeolt AeTa & faera 3R g &1 gerfal 7 Aerget &g 17

Shift to ‘homemaker’

FRFHARE A PHAFT T 3 IRadT

e Justice Karol stated that “loss of domestic care” would be an additional ground to the
heads of damages previously recognised by the court.

FARIHf el 7 e [ B SWHT Y Ff” Y AR G@RT I H Alear e &ifagfed &
HYRT # Teh 3ifaRed 3R & &7 7 anfder fowar sreer

e The top court also noted the need to shift from the stereotypical terminology of daily usage
from “housewife” to “homemaker”.

Hafea ~ArTe o SfAs YT AT FEarcy AscIael “I3HABE” & TUTH W “GHART” UG
379aATel T 3TaeTHRAT IR Y a7 fear|

e The court said motor accident compensation claims should ordinarily be decided within one
year.

FITATAT oY hgl Toh HleT gticm GEICE] 2Tal &7 A : T I & i earor faar S&ar
Bl

e “Such cases should be decided within a year usually,” the Bench said.
TSUIS o T, “TH AT HT AAT: T a¥ & AR o fomam s anfge)”

e Recognising all aspects of being a homemaker and the unpaid labour that a homemaker
undertakes, the court directed the Motor Accidents Claim Tribunal (MACT) to award a
separate compensation of ¥30,000 per month under the head of “domestic care” in cases
involving death of a homemaker.

IE-TISHIeh Y AR o T TEer3it R Iah SR FoRT STy Tl 3rdderfeieh 4 b AT & T
FITATer oY AIEX gHeaT graT JATFIOT (MACT) &t fder fam fr ajg-saeres 1 73cg & Aol &
“BRe a@HTe” ¥ & 3 30,000 wfey 718 T g arfaqfed geme & S|

e |t clarified that this amount would be treated as the minimum value of a homemaker’s unpaid
work and would increase by 10% every three years.

AT o Fqse {3 f&h Ig TR T[g-Heitreh & HAdToteh R T sqATH Hed HAl ST 3R
SHH g et a¥ F 10% i gefer & Sreet|

o Ifthe homemaker also had a paid job, this amount would be awarded in addition to her
income.

Ife ayg-varereh farely Aaersiiaf &k 3 o Horeer o, oY Ig A 37T 31 & JfaRerd er
STTaT|
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However, the court resorted to the application of homemaker to the traditional image of
woman.

grelifeh, =ATATer o 3 ATHA H GIHAST T HTUROT &1 Afger FHr Il ofa & Sher|

The court said, “As a result of one circumstance or another, sometimes unfortunate
sometimes not, a man may too need to don the role of a homemaker.”

=T = g, “Tafdest aRTEuferat & aRumAEasy, @ @ gafvagot gt a1 =7gl, I gov off
AR F AT 39 THATE 1"

“It is not to take away from the efforts of these men who also deserve recognition and
acknowledgment, but for the purposes of the present case and more patrticularly the
guantification of domestic efforts, we limit its application to the quintessential and traditional
image, that of a woman.”

“TE 31 TN oh YATHT T AR Hiehal & TIT AGT &, ST AT IR FFAT o a1 8, o]
TAHATST AT TAT TAAT T H Tl HRIT & Hedidhet & 36630 § §H 38 T &l IRIRE 3R
f3frse &7 & Afgen 1 SfF o DfAT @ &1
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Implementation complete, but workers still vulnerable

ith the notification of the rules for the
Wfour labour codes in May, the

implementation framework for these
codes is now complete. Trade unions and
academics have raised serious objections to
several provisions in the new labour codes,
arguing that they are regressive and detrimental
to the interests of workers. It has also taken
nearly six years to operationalise the codes
enacted during 2019-20. The codes are The Code
on Wages, 2019, The Industrial Relations Code,
2020, The Code on Social Security, 2020 and The
Occupational Safety, Health and Working
Conditions Code, 2020.

Critical gaps

Rules essentially lay down the standard operating
procedures (SoPs) for implementing an Act or
Code. While they cannot contradict the
provisions of the parent legislation, they become
crucial where the law is broad or open-ended.
Given the sustained opposition to several
provisions in the four labour codes, it was
expected that the rules would help moderate
some of the contentious aspects. However, those
expectations appear to have been belied.

The Industrial Relations Code, 2020 formally
introduced the concept of Fixed-Term
Employment (FTE) into India’s labour law
framework, although such employment
arrangements have been widely used for decades.
However, the Code does not specify a minimum
tenure or limit the number of contract renewals.

The rules could have addressed these gaps to
mitigate potential adverse effects on workers. A
minimum tenure (one year) could have prevented
very short tenures which are detrimental to
employees. Also, there could have been some
restrictions in the number of times renewals can
be allowed. Otherwise, there is a possibility that
even regular positions become FTEs with

.

Kingshuk Sarkar
Professor of
Economics and
Public Policy at

the Goa Institute

of Management

Labour Code
Rules leave
workers'
concerns
unaddressed

unlimited renewals. Unfortunately, the rules
remain silent on these important issues.

The Code on Wages (Central) Rules provide
only a vague definition of the “floor wage” and do
not clearly distinguish it from the minimum
wage. While the Rules require consultation with
State governments, they do not specify a detailed
framework for such consultations, raising
concerns that the process may remain largely
symbolic. The Rules also fail to lay down clear
principles for fixing minimum wages. As a result,
the convention of treating a four-member family
as comprising three consumption units is likely to
continue. This effectively perpetuates gender
bias, as an adult female is assigned a weight of 0.8
compared with 1.0 for an adult male.

The Rules further provide that the hourly wage
shall be calculated by dividing the daily wage by
eight. Conceptually, this is a flawed approach. An
hourly wage should not merely be a pro-rata
derivation of the daily wage, as workers may not
be able to find work for the remaining hours of
the day. Internationally, minimum hourly wages
are often determined independently of daily
wage rates. This issue is particularly important in
India, given the large number of domestic
workers and the likely expansion of gig and
platform-based work in future.

Gig workers remain vulnerable

The Social Security Code (Central) Rules make no
attempt to clarify the employment relationship in
the gig economy. Gig and platform workers
continue to be treated as self-employed and
remain part of the unorganised workforce. The
Rules are also silent on the mandatory gratuity
insurance envisaged under the Code. Such
insurance could protect workers against
non-payment of gratuity by employers. However,
the Rules fail to specify the modalities for
implementing this safeguard, leaving an

12J6. Implementation complete, but workers still vulnerable

Frafeads qut, freq sifow ara oft srgafara

important worker protection mechanism
undefined. The Industrial Relations Code
(Central) Rules provide that a sole registered
trade union must have at least 30% membership
to be recognised. This means that registration
alone does not guarantee recognition. In large
establishments, smaller or newly formed unions
may find it difficult to meet this threshold, further
weakening their ability to represent workers at a
time when the bargaining power of trade unions
has already been declining for decades. Notably,
the 30% threshold does not appear in the Code
itself. The Rules also fail to provide further clarity
on the engagement and renewal of fixed-term
employees, leaving significant scope for
ambiguity and potential misuse.

Missing safeguards for workers

The Occupational Safety, Health and Working
Conditions Code (Central) Rules set out safety
and welfare provisions for the various
occupations covered under the Code. However,
certain occupation-specific welfare measures,
such as housing and medical facilities for
plantation workers, are absent. The Rules also do
not specify the activities for which contract
labour may be engaged, nor do they clearly
distinguish between core and non-core activities.

This omission is significant, given the growing
informalisation of the labour market through the
use of contract labour in core operations. The
lack of clarity on what constitutes a core activity
leaves considerable scope for ambiguity and
misuse.

Broadly speaking, certain open-ended
provisions contested by the trade unions and
academics, could have been moderated to a
certain extent while framing the Rules. But, as it
is evident now, that did not happen. It is yet
another missed opportunity and a further cause
for concern for the country’s working class.

With the notification of the rules for the four labour codes in May, the implementation
framework for these codes is now complete.

S 3 AT AT WA 3 TorersiT B TG STRY Qle¥ b Erer & g7 W3t b FpToreret bt

Trade unions and academics have raised serious objections to several provisions in the new
labour codes, arguing that they are regressive and detrimental to the interests of workers.

A Farsat 3R Renfagt o 7 a7 AR & 3e TauEsT W) IR 3t sged fr g 3R
e fear g o 3 gfaemedt § aur sifaeet & fRat & fore gifaene g1
It has also taken nearly six years to operationalise the codes enacted during 2019-20.

a¥ 2019-20 & aNTel HTATATTAT 51 AIFATIHT T o] el F o1 B qY T HAY 1M &

The codes are The Code on Wages, 2019, The Industrial Relations Code, 2020, The
Code on Social Security, 2020 and The Occupational Safety, Health and Working

ST wfecsit 31 aaer Wfgan, 2019, sitefre wawr wfyan, 2020, wrnfore geam whiear, 2020 a2
SATEAITAF AT, Ty vd 1t aRieafaat @fear, 2020 arfde &)

[ ]
ol 31 qot g a1 g |
[ ]
[ ]
[ ]
Conditions Code, 2020.
Critical gaps

Fgcaqot HAAt

Rules essentially lay down the standard operating procedures (SoPs) for implementing an

Act or Code.

forerar el srfRforarsr am EfRar o] et & foIT Herd: AT Farerer iR (SoPs) FeiRa

a8l

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page30



TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

While they cannot contradict the provisions of the parent legislation, they become crucial
where the law is broad or open-ended.

AT d FeT FHlee o TTTETeA T TARVET €T X Fehe!, foherc] STET hlefet AT IT IHETSC &, T8l
SeTehT 81fAehT 3T Hgea ol g1 Sreh ¢

Given the sustained opposition to several provisions in the four labour codes, it was expected
that the rules would help moderate some of the contentious aspects.

TR 57 HFATHT B 3Horeh ST o FIeeey TR FoRIer T @ §U T8 8T 1 7 T 2 foh
T o fadrerede Tgef3it 1 Ffold el & FEIdT Hial|

However, those expectations appear to have been belied.

TeiR, 3 3R R aYeh g6 eTe s S &1

The Industrial Relations Code, 2020 formally introduced the concept of Fixed-Term

Employment (FTE) into India’s labour law framework, although such employment
arrangements have been widely used for decades.

iteafre gaer wfgar, 2020 & 3itvaiie w0 8 AR 3raf®r Qs (FTE) &1 sraumon &
HRT & AH Plelal ol # AR T, T 30 Toh T ASTaTR Fa AT 2t & Fafold T 2

However, the Code does not specify a minimum tenure or limit the number of contract
renewals.

grellieh, AT & wgTcTe HTIhTel AT I AR UI Y HEAT Y hig AT AR LT T 75
gl

The rules could have addressed these gaps to mitigate potential adverse effects on workers.
T 37 HIAAT T g7 FT ATAPT I I3 arel NI YTciher THTGT I o I Tehd I

A minimum tenure (one year) could have prevented very short tenures which are detrimental
to employees.

Teh wGATH HIIhTel (Teh IY) Al e T AT R TG Fl St Aeh Tehell AT, ST FaRAT &
fow rfeere g1t 21

Also, there could have been some restrictions in the number of times renewals can be
allowed.

$8h HTARF, AT ARV T HEIT TR 7 F& AT FMT ST Fehd |
Otherwise, there is a possibility that even regular positions become FTEs with unlimited
renewals.

AT Ag THIGAT il I@<iT & Toh (AT TG 3 AT FAdIeienol o T1T FTE # IRafdd g
AT

Unfortunately, the rules remain silent on these important issues.

geTaaer, f7H 3o AgeaqoT Heal W Al 8

The Code on Wages (Central) Rules provide only a vague definition of the “floor wage” and
do not clearly distinguish it from the minimum wage.

Aaer WieaT (FA) e ‘TR A9 T el TS TRHATT & & 3R S8 7T dadet § T
G 37eTeT o751 |

While the Rules require consultation with State governments, they do not specify a detailed
framework for such consultations, raising concerns that the process may remain largely
symboalic.

T st Toar SRaRT & TR &1 379aT Y 8, TR 38 T g faeqgd arar HuiRa aer
W, Foa Tg 3MRiT 3ce+T 8T & o I8 ufshar shaot 3iaarRerdr ssa 3 SITeaft|
The Rules also fail to lay down clear principles for fixing minimum wages.

oA =eTcd dat TR & forw Tse i off fuiRa 78T #d|

As aresult, the convention of treating a four-member family as comprising three consumption
units is likely to continue.

$HS IRUMAETRY IR TEEIT TRAR I dleT ITHIT SHISAT o S Hlelol shl ILIRT STRY gt
& THTTT &
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This effectively perpetuates gender bias, as an adult female is assigned a weight of 0.8
compared with 1.0 for an adult male.

Ig T T I A TaT91a 1 9ATC WA §, Fifah Ueh gIEh ATgell T 0.8 T HRIh fear
ST & STeifeh Teh a2eeh &Y &l 1.0 |

The Rules further provide that the hourly wage shall be calculated by dividing the daily wage
by eight.

e g off reiRa sea € for wfar wer aaa v o1 S aaet &t 31me & faentora &es &
S|

Conceptually, this is a flawed approach.

Herifash &9 & Ig Toh gl givcahion gl

An hourly wage should not merely be a pro-rata derivation of the daily wage, as workers may
not be able to find work for the remaining hours of the day.

qﬁwmmmmwmﬁmaﬁma@mwﬁ:maﬁmmw
el & oI S 3ueresr 78T &Y FehdT|

Internationally, minimum hourly wages are often determined independently of daily wage
rates.

AT TR R GAdH i Tl dtet I19: Sfedeh ace &3 § Facid §9 & FAeiRa fohe Sma

This issue is particularly important in India, given the large number of domestic workers and
the likely expansion of gig and platform-based work in future.

3R # 7 el AT T F FecaqUl &, FAITeh FgT aXe] FHAIRI 1 HET Jg 7o § 3R
91T~ # FaT TUT ColewiH e Frf & [{EaR i G g1

Gig workers remain vulnerable

forer siffrer 3ra oft argfaver &

The Social Security Code (Central) Rules make no attempt to clarify the employment
relationship in the gig economy.

wrATfore GRaT Wiar () forer e srdeaavyr A Ao detil S T e HT 1S A
T ad gl

Gig and platform workers continue to be treated as self-employed and remain part of the
unorganised workforce.

9T 3R Colewia AR i 379 o Fa-fAafSa AT Srar § 31K 3 Irgerfed srfaer &1 fgear s
U R

The Rules are also silent on the mandatory gratuity insurance envisaged under the Code.
forerm dfgar # aRerfeud siforard degé dfiar & daer 7 o Al 8

Such insurance could protect workers against non-payment of gratuity by employers.

CHT STAT ST T FoA T3t gaRT AL & fareret o fre St By Feufey & et gere ¢

HhAT S|

However, the Rules fail to specify the modalities for implementing this safeguard, leaving an
important worker protection mechanism undefined.

gTeilieh, T Ta 8 FR&T 3T T of9] A T FfohdT TISC el A, TSI 1Heh geet &1 v
Agcaqot o 3afenfa & Srar g

The Industrial Relations Code (Central) Rules provide that a sole registered trade union
must have at least 30% membership to be recognised.

it waer wftar (Fd) s g8 waure axd § 6 e veharT gofigd ¢ gfaae
AT 9Ted Hlat o [oIT T & e 30% FEEIT gleil AT
This means that registration alone does not guarantee recognition.

HHT 37 & Tk Shaol YSIhIuT ¥ AT I ITRET 78T Taerdr|
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In large establishments, smaller or newly formed unions may find it difficult to meet this
threshold, further weakening their ability to represent workers at a time when the bargaining
power of trade unions has already been declining for decades.

3 gidasart H BIET AT AGTST fAdeit o [eTT S8 FAT Y UTe el Hidel g1 Hehcl &, Foraa
AR T FTATATICT et T SeTeht &THT R FHHIR &1 Hehell ©, STeTeh &5 T Ael hT FeaToir

AfFd uge & &) g2l ¥ T W@ Bl
Notably, the 30% threshold does not appear in the Code itself.
Seal@aT & foh 30% Y €T TaT dfgar 7 3feafad =g g

The Rules also fail to provide further clarity on the engagement and renewal of fixed-term
employees, leaving significant scope for ambiguity and potential misuse.

forera fafReaa srafer & wa=Rat (Fixed-Term Employees) T g 3iR wTdielienior & Haer
# ot HTARFT TISCAT TeTet AT Ad, Torad 3reusedr 3R Feiae geuaaT i uaied s
el B B

Missing safeguards for workers

ﬂﬁﬁﬂ?mgwmmrﬂm

The Occupational Safety, Health and Working Conditions Code (Central) Rules set out
safety and welfare provisions for the various occupations covered under the Code.

SATRITAF YI&T, Ty ve wrf aRfeufoat aftar (@) forrer fgar & et 3 arer
fafPet caaamat & fov gRat 3R wearor dath uraure fFuiRa #d g

However, certain occupation-specific welfare measures, such as housing and medical
facilities for plantation workers, are absent.

gTelifeh, e eFaHT-fARISE HedTUThRY 3UT, S8 FTaTT ATHT & fow amare 3k Rftcar
gaum, sreqareyd ¢

The Rules also do not specify the activities for which contract labour may be engaged, nor
do they clearly distinguish between core and non-core activities.

e Ig &Y Tuse 78T A T fovet arfafaferat & fore wfder sifwY (Contract Labour) &Y
Torgerer foram ST FehatT &, 3R =1 &1 3 FE&w aur I-7Ea afafaferat & dra vose iR A g

This omission is significant, given the growing informalisation of the labour market through
the use of contract labour in core operations.

Ig o Hgcdqu! ¢, Fiich HET it H HideT ATHeh! & 3UNT & ACTH § 5 TSR HT
FATEREREFROT AR 96 6T &

The lack of clarity on what constitutes a core activity leaves considerable scope for
ambiguity and misuse.

FEy Afafafey r case aRemST & 3789 7 TS AR GEUTNT T TATCT HATAT =it el ¢

Broadly speaking, certain open-ended provisions contested by the trade unions and
academics, could have been moderated to a certain extent while framing the Rules.

AT, ¢ Ffagat 3R Renfaet zarT faared Fo ger 3R srease graenet i faasd e
THI FS G doh Aol [haT ST Fehel AT

But, as it is evident now, that did not happen.

o] 319 g TSC & T3 QT =7E g3l

It is yet another missed opportunity and a further cause for concern for the country’s working
class.

agwaﬁw@mgmm%améar%aﬁmaﬁa%ﬁmﬁwwwaﬁmﬁwsﬂ%l
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Indian textile sector
witnessing revival
of investments

M. Soundariya Preetha
COIMBATORE

For the textile and clothing
industry, the last quarter of
FY26 and the first quarter
of the current financial
year have seen growth in
demand, triggering invest-
ments, according to indus-
try officials.

“After 2022, the indus-
try saw demand picking up
across the textile value
chain from January to mid-
May. There is a slowdown
in demand now after with-
drawal of the import duty
on cotton. We hope the sit-
uation will stabilise in a
month or so,” said K. Selva-
raju, secretary general, the
Southern India Mills
Association.

“All the good perform-
ers are investing now, ex-
panding capacities. Invest-
ments are not decided
based on the performance
of two or three months.
For larger industries, the
investments were planned
at least seven or eight
months before. They are
looking at longterm
growth,” added Chandri-
ma Chatterjee, Secretary
General, Confederation of
Indian Textile Industry.

Higher yarn exports
Yarn exports from October
2025 to March 2026 were
higher compared with the
same period the previous
year in quantity. Export of
fabrics picked up and then
saw a slow down. Similarly,
yarn price spike did have
an impact on garments
and made-ups for a few
weeks. Now, fall in cotton
prices again led to demand
drop, Mr. Selvaraju said.
“When the market re-
vives, it takes about three
months for the entire sup-
ply chain to benefit. Cotton

o=

Textile mills are said to be
investing in modernisation
and expansion.

imports have crossed 40
lakh bales between Octob-
er 2025 and May 2026.
Another 15-20 lakh bales
are expected to come in by
the end of September. Cot-
ton prices crossed ¥75,000
a candy and are dropping
now. This has led to de-
mand slowdown. Eve-
ryone is waiting to see how
much the prices will fall.
The situation will be clear
in the next few weeks,” ad-
ded Mr. Selvaraju.

Meanwhile, textile mills
are said to be investing in
both modernisation and
expansion projects though
the exact investment data
is not available.

More automation
Some of the mills are in-
vesting to make value ad-
ded yarns and some others
modernising adopting
more automation, said in-
dustry sources.
Implementation of the
Free Trade Agreement
with the U.K. is expected to
bring in more orders for
garments and made-ups.
Another $10 billion in-
crease in exports will sup-
port the entire textile value
chain. However, the West
Asia war and uncertainties
in the U.S. tariff are of con-
cern, sources said.

12J6. Indian textile sector witnessing revival of
investments

AR 3E 817 A AT T eoed= 3@ Ft AT wre

e For the textile and clothing industry, the last quarter of
FY26 and the first quarter of the current financial year have seen
growth in demand, triggering investments, according to industry
officials.

a7 AR afverer 3g@er & faw, Fy26 $r 3ifas faamr i ame
et s &t agelt faae 31 #Aier 7 gefur e a8 8, fored fder at
geraT fAeT &, THT 39T TRt T el & |

o “After 2022, the industry saw demand picking up across
the textile value chain from January to mid-May. There is a
slowdown in demand now after withdrawal of the import duty on
cotton. We hope the situation will stabilize in a month or so,” said
K. Selvaraju, secretary general, the Southern India Mills
Association.

“2022 % ST, 3T A SAall | 7S & HLY deh R I Hed H@ell
# AT TG §T S| 3 HI T AT Yo §TT AT & TG AT
A A 3 &1 5 3G § R vk A o oy et R et

STeah,” Weet 3T frew vaflver & Agrafa &. dears] o el

e “All the good performers are investing now, expanding
capacities. Investments are not decided based on the
performance of two or three months. For larger industries, the
investments were planned at least seven or eight months before.
They are looking at long-term growth,” added Chandrima
Chatterjee, Secretary General, Confederation of Indian Textile
Industry.

“TeiT 37T TeRleT it aTel 3T 379 T a3 @ § 3R 3raelr
&THAT 9T 36 & | fder &1 fofar aF ar i AT & Jedie & 3R W
&1 TorT STTeT| o1 eeit & forw faer v sierr o & e |1 a1
3T A Tgol §TS 1S 2| F s e ReaT g w e
Fhse AHE BT TFHCIEA € T Agratag AfgHAT Tesit o
el

Higher yarn exports

It forta 7 gefr

e Yarn exports from October 2025 to March 2026 were
higher compared with the same period the previous year in
guantity. Export of fabrics picked up and then saw a slow down.
Similarly, yarn price spike did have an impact on garments and
made-ups for a few weeks. Now, fall in cotton prices again led to

demand drop, Mr. Selvaraju said.

37FEaY 2025 W AT 2026 Teh ITet et HHT 3 TR R ool a¥ &1 Gt 3rafey 1 Joiar
31Tere T8T| hust ol AT daT 3R Y 383 AT ST 1S | S8 YR, ATt T hiaACH # gefer &t
TS AocTe! oo TRYTAT 3R FS-370 TR THE 97| 379 F9 i et 7 Frae & FroT e a
AT 3 Hall 31TS &, A Yeawrs] A el

o “‘When the market revives, it takes about three months for the entire supply chain to benefit.
Cotton imports have crossed 40 lakh bales between October 2025 and May 2026. Another
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15-20 lakh bales are expected to come in by the end of September. Cotton prices crossed
75,000 a candy and are dropping now. This has led to demand slowdown. Everyone is
waiting to see how much the prices will fall. The situation will be clear in the next few weeks,”
added Mr. Selvaraju.

‘SIS SR & GUR 37T &, AT G 3TYfel AT ol 3HehT 187 [Hoiad & Sa78791 AleT HE 91 &
3SR 2025 W HS 2026 & oI FHUTH AT 40 AT MTST I 3778 &1 gohr §1 AT & 37T b
fARTFA 15-20 1 TSK & 1A FI 3FHG g1 HURT HT HIeAT 75,000 Ffe H3 T FOR Tolr 15
off 3R 319 AT T &1 509 Fier & HEY 37S &1 Tofy Tg Wy T wclveTr e @ & b Freac fhaen
AT STaRY| 3eTel FT Tl # PUfa Tuse g1 Smeah,” st earre] - Fel

Meanwhile, textile mills are said to be investing in both modernisation and expansion
projects though the exact investment data is not available.

5 o, el ST ¥eT & foh 3 el amyfarhrator 3ik frar aRateensit gt & faaar s @ e,
gTelifer T T2 37Tehs 3Tt 8T &

More automation
3o TaaTeeT

Some of the mills are investing to make value-added yarns and some others modernising
and adopting more automation, said industry sources.

3T AT & IR, FS (el o T3 I Fo91 o foIw e w7 @ € 3R o 3177 31w
T 3T JTEToTehTehYOT &Y TET & |

Implementation of the Free Trade Agreement with the U.K. is expected to bring in more
orders for garments and made-ups.

TF. F T HF AR FASIA (FTA) & Frlieadsl & aRumar 31X 73-3r7 & forw 312 3t
Ao i 301 B

Another $10 billion increase in exports will support the entire textile value chain.
forafier 7 srfafera 10 3R SteR T gefr X @ 7o sj@en &1 wode Saf|

However, the West Asia war and uncertainties in the U.S. tariff are of concern, sources said.
greiien, If¥ersr TfRm &1 ger 3R AR SRE & S AT fiar e fawa €, @i =
el
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RIL, Vedanta,
Adani said to
join hands to
cut China rare
earth reliance
§GS I1l: Economy |

Reuters
NEW DELHI

Indian industrial groups-
Reliance, Vedanta and
Adani have shown interest
in developing facilities to
process Andhra Pradesh
state’s significant reserves
of increasingly important
rare-earth minerals, ac-
cording to two sources
with knowledge of the
matter.

With New Delhi seeking
to cut India’s dependence
on China for rare earths,
the three companies are
among about 10 who have
expressed interest in set-
ting up rare earth facilities
in the southern state, one
of the sources said.

The sources declined to
be identified as they were
not authorised to speak to
the media. Andhra Pra-
desh holds 211 million me-
tric tonne of beach sand
mineral resources, includ-
ing rare earths, across 16
identified coastal deposits,
as per a draft document.

India has 482.6 million
tonne of rare earth ore re-
sources, according to the-
Geological Survey of India.

The interest comes as
New Delhi steps up efforts
to build domestic rare
earth mining, processing
and magnet manufactur-
ing capacity, while Andhra
Pradesh aims to attract
¥50,000 crore ($5.2 bil-
lion) in rare earth and tita-
nium investments over the
next decade. The plans
were set out in a draft go-
vernment document.

The Andhra Pradesh go-
vernment, Reliance Indus-
tries Ltd. (RIL), Vedanta
Ltd. and Adani Enterprises
Ltd. did not respond to
Reuters emails seeking
comments.
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12J6. RIL, Vedanta, Adani said to join hands to cut Chinarare
earth reliance

er 9 geter FaT fAeiRar a7 FI & AT RIL, Vedanta 3R Adani
& HIY 3T Y a1

¢ Indian industrial groups Reliance, Vedanta and Adani have shown
interest in developing facilities to process Andhra Pradesh state’s significant
reserves of increasingly important rare-earth minerals, according to two
sources with knowledge of the matter.

FFR Y SAHTY T AR & T 5 AR, SR e wogg R,
AT 3R ST & 3T WA T & HAgea ol geist FaT Wievait (AR e Aeiew)
& T3 sfeR & RIEEROT g QR R aa #F of R ¥

e With New Delhi seeking to cut India’s dependence on China for rare

earths, the three companies are among about 10 who have expressed interest
in setting up rare earth facilities in the southern state, one of the sources said.

Teh A o el [ a8 feeelt qarr gerst #ger @iesit & forw et o #1Re o foveiar
FHH FA o TN & o, T ATl HYTAIT 3eT STITHIT 10 HUTAAT H eMAS &
forgier ol Twr 3 gefsr 7T et Fnfa e # 3 s ¥

e The sources declined to be identified as they were not authorised to
speak to the media.

AT o YT GgT Fcdlel ¥ $oTohR Y & Fifeh @ AfSAT @ 91T il & faw
31ferepet =Tet Al
e Andhra Pradesh holds 211 million metric tonne of beach sand

mineral resources, including rare earths, across 16 identified coastal
deposits, as per a draft document.

Teh FHlET SEATAS & TR, e Faer 7 16 ffeea adr sizr & gofer ger
afgd 211 fafaa Mifge e wogdl ae Y wias dam aleg 81

e India has 482.6 million tonne of rare earth ore resources, according to
the Geological Survey of India.

AR sd=nfarsh FaTor (GSI) o 3TTER, $7Re & I 482.6 fAfAer &a geofer
T 313Eeh HATH g

e The interest comes as New Delhi steps up efforts to build domestic
rare earth mining, processing and magnet manufacturing capacity, while

Andhra Pradesh aims to attract 50,000 crore ($5.2 billion) in rare earth and
titanium investments over the next decade.

Ig o OO HAG & HHA 317S § ST 7§ Fwelt ee] goleT HaT Welel, THERIOT 3N
Yo TAHTOT &1 fAsh AT et & T oFoT I TET &, STelfeh AT YSA 39Tel &2
¥ getet FjaT 3R TS IH &1 7 €50,000 F3 (5.2 IR STter) &1 fder 3mh i
el T 8T AT 8|

e The plans were set out in a draft government document.

ST AT FT Ieoid Teh FAHlGT TIHRT GEATAST H fhar ar g

e The Andhra Pradesh government, Reliance Industries Ltd. (RIL),
Vedanta Ltd. and Adani Enterprises Ltd. did not respond to Reuters emails
seeking comments.

3T 92T TR, AT g5t fafdes (RIL), dgiar fafaes 31w arseh
TeUTSA o fafAes & fecquly #eTe arer ATy F SH FT s A AG! &2T|
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Once an Arab oil embargo victim, U.S.
now becomes world’s top oil exporter

US. exports of crude and fuel climbed to about 10.5 million barrels per day in May as Saudi, Russian exports disrupted by conflict and sanctions; EU

officials warn of risks in growing dependence on US. energy supplies; US. oil boom driven by private firms, contrasting with state-led output in rivals

NEWS ANALYSIS

Reuters
HOUSTON

The United States has be-
come the world’s largest oil
exporter, upending a de-
cades-old order long domi-
nated by Saudi Arabia and
Russia, a shift that tightens
American companies’ grip
on energy markets as
Washington’'s war with
Iran reshapes global ener-
gy trade. America’s ascen-
dancy to the top spot
marks a stunning reversal-
for a country that was de-
pendent on Middle Eastern
oil for decades and suf-
fered from an oil embargo
imposed by some OPEC
members in 1973 to reta-
liate against U.S. support
for Israel.

Change in fortune
US. fortunes began to
change after 2010, when
oil and gas output from its
shale formations soared,
first making it the world’s
top gas and then the
world's top oil producer.
With the U.S.-Iran war
disrupting Saudi oil ex-
ports since February 2026
and Russian oil exports suf-
fering from Ukrainian
drone attacks and U.S.
sanctions on Moscow for
the invasion of Ukraine,
the U.S. has become the
world’s
exporter.
U.S. exports of crude
and fuel climbed to about

leading oil

0il power: A pump jack operates near a crude oil reserve in the Permian Basin oil field, U.S. REUTERS

10.5 million barrels per day
in May on the back of high
output and the release of
strategic reserves, data
from ship tracking services
Vortexa showed, making
the U.S. the top global ex-
porter for the third month
in a row.

Russian exports stood at
7 million bpd in May, ac-
cording to Reuters’ calcula-
tions, while Saudi Arabia’s
exports stood at 5.9 million
bpd, according to Vortexa.

In comparison, Saudi
Arabia exported about 8.1
million bpd in 2025, while
the United States shipped
out 6.6 million bpd,and
Russian exports stood at
about 5.8 million bpd, ac-
cording toVortexa data.

“Washington has a new
tool they didn’t realise they
had before the Iran war —
energy exports,” said Mi-

ee

Russian exports stood at
7 million bpd in May,
according to Reuters’
calculations, while Saudi
Arabia’s exports stood at
5.9 million bpd,
according to Vortexa.

chelle Brouhard, head of
policy at ship tracking firm
Kpler.

OPEC price weaking

The new U.S. dominance
could weaken the pricing
power that the Organiza-
tion of Petroleum Export-
ing Countries and its allies
have historically held over
oil markets. U.S. President
Donald Trump has long
criticised OPEC for manip-

ulating the markets. The
group also suffered a blow
in May when one of its big-
gest members, the United
Arab Emirates, left the or-
ganization after nearly 60
years. The biggest oil ex-
porter spot will give Wash-
ington a powerful new lev-
er in talks with allies and
rivals in addition to its glo-
bal military supremacy
and its dominance of finan-
cial markets thanks to the
U.S. dollar’s role as the
world’s reserve currency.

U.S. leverage

“You can see now the lev-
erage the United States has
over some of these coun-
tries because they are de-
pendent on the U.S. for
their oil or gas,” Brouhard
said, adding that the U.S.
was the largest provider of
crude to Europe and the

second-largest provider of
distillates. EU officials,
who initially welcomed the
U.S. oil and gas boom as an
alternative to Russian and
Middle Eastern supply,
have grown more skeptical
and warned of risks of be-
coming too dependent on
American companies.

0il, tariffs

The warning coincided
with the EU clashing with
the U.S. administration ov-
er trade tariffs and green
regulations. Moscow is also
finding it hard to hide frus-
tration. U.S. energy com-
panies were the main be-
neficiaries of the closure of
the Strait of Hormuz, Igor
Sechin, the boss of the
Kremlin oil major Rosneft
and one of the closest allies
of President Vladimir Pu-
tin, said this month.

But long before the U.S.-
Iran war started, both Sau-
di Arabia and Russia were
trailing far behind U.S.
companies on production
growth. Crude and liquids
output in the United States
has nearly tripled to about
22 million bpd since 2000.
Saudi crude and liquids
output has largely fluctuat-
ed between 10 million and
12 million bpd depending
on OPEC quotas between
2000 and 2026.

Russian oil and liquids
output soared to 10 million
bpd from 6 million bpd
between 2000 and 2010,
grew by a further 2 million
bpd during the 2010s, but
has largely stagnated and

declined to below 10 mil-
lion bpd since 2020.

Global oil demand grew
to 104 million bpd last year
from 87 million in 2010,
meaning the lion’s share of
the global growth of the
past 15 years has been
mostly met by the US. oil
boom.

In 2015, the United
States repealed a 40-year
export ban it had in place
since the Arab oil embargo,
opening the gates for its oil
boom to the wider world.
Fast forward 10 years, it
has become the biggest oil
exporter, proving skeptics
wrong that the growth
would be shortlived as
fields deplete.

Unlike in Saudi Arabia
and Russia, where govern-
ments fully or partially set
production and export tar-
gets, the U.S. boom hinges
on private companies’ de-
cisions and is primarily dri-
ven by profits.

When oil prices rise,
U.S. firms will respond by
raising production, which
will help bring prices
down. When prices are
weak, U.S. firms will cut
output, which will boost
prices, said Kenneth Me-
dlock I1, a fellow in Energy
and Resource Economics
at the Baker Institute for
Public Policy. “In many
ways, it’s kind of a similar
role to what OPEC and Sau-
di Arabia have been doing
with spare production ca-
pacity, butit’s more of a
market mechanism than a
strategic device,” he said.

12J6. Once an Arab oil embargo victim, U.S. now becomes world’s top oil
exporter

FefY 3 e yiaeer &1 fAFR @1 3ARF, 39 g gforar w71 gad 7371 A7 fAAaw

e U.S. exports of crude and fuel climbed to about 10.5 million barrels per day in May as
Saudi and Russian exports were disrupted by conflict and sanctions.

7 & AN BT ed Aot 31 Suat & A 7 doeht oeTenT 10.5 fAfrer e wfaRker &
T 1T wHAT 3R wt e S 3 wfaeut & ganfad gu
e EU officials warn of risks in growing dependence on U.S. gnergy supplies.
T ww & IrfreRat @ 3AREY FaT amgfd ) e FeRar & SHifEsT @ dt darae & g
e The U.S. oil boom is driven by private firms, contrasting with state-led output in rivals.
IARH d o1 A Fufaai garr dafead g, S gfaeadt St 7 aaR-fFafa 3caea &
AT 1

e The United States has become the world’s largest oil exporter, upending a decades-old order
long dominated by Saudi Arabia and Russia, a shift that tightens American companies’ grip
on energy markets as Washington’s war with Iran reshapes global energy trade.

YT T IJANHT et dm 1 Td 37 e fF2Teish o 1A 8, FoTed a3t 3Ra 3R & o o
THT W T 3T T§ FeIcd dlell SATEAT TG ol 1S & | TE TRaclel ol SToIRT TR AN shuferat shr
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U3 I HTd HIAT & FlTeh $TT 3 WY ATRATE HT e e ol SATIR 737 T8 &

w@rel

e America’s ascendancy to the top spot marks a stunning reversal for a country that was
dependent on Middle Eastern oil for decades and suffered from an oil embargo imposed by
some OPEC members in 1973 to retaliate against U.S. support for Israel.

S FeTeT TR TARHT T TETAT 38 Q20 & [T Teh 3MRTTSAoToh SGelld & SiY G feh HEF-t
e I FA9R TET 3R 1973 H goRTSe & FHY & Giele & $o 34F T gaRT @My 3T de
gfaeer &1 IR &1 27|

Change in fortune

AT # IRadeT

o U.S. fortunes began to change after 2010, when oil and gas output from its shale formations
soared, first making it the world’s top gas and then the world’s top oil producer.

2010 % dTe; IARHT A AT Seefil A& g3 1o 36 AT $izRT & der AR A It Jsh &
ST, TS ad a8 ggel gfaidT I a8 937 I Scureeh 3R T TS o137 ool Scareeh =11

e With the U.S.-Iran war disrupting Saudi oil exports since February 2026 and Russian olil
exports suffering from Ukrainian drone attacks and U.S. sanctions on Moscow for the
invasion of Ukraine, the U.S. has become the world’s leading oil exporter.

ALY 2026 A IANFT-EIT ¥ & HROT ASAT Aol AT TN §1ad 3R Fghet TR IThaA0T &
HROT &F I 9NT 1T FARAT gfarest TuT Tohedt 31T gl & T 32T TS g1t & ol
AR gferar & 3reroft At o oot TR

e U.S. exports of crude and fuel climbed to about 10.5 million barrels per day in May on the
back of high output and the release of strategic reserves, data from ship tracking services
Vortexa showed, making the U.S. the top global exporter for the third month in a row.

WWWM%W%&@HN, 3T 3c9TeeT 3R Iorfae #ERT i Res & HrRor
HAS H 3ARDT FT dhed ool 3R U AT Sgs oT9Td9T 10.5 fAfaer Sver wfafee g o, oraw
TE STINTAIR AR HE I et ! H& F57 iaiTereh o

e Russian exports stood at 7 million bpd in May, according to Reuters’ calculations, while
Saudi Arabia’s exports stood at 5.9 million bpd, according to Vortexa.

e Y AVEAIHT & 38R 7S H & o 7 fergsr e wfafee @, sl aéam &
3TER FF4T 3R F1 forae 5.9 faferer e wfafee

e In comparison, Saudi Arabia exported about 8.1 million bpd in 2025, while the United
States shipped out 6.6 million bpd, and Russian exports stood at about 5.8 million bpd,
according to Vortexa data.

JeleTcaeh ¥ &, 2025 7 WAl IR o ofe1s797 8.1 AFATer &er wharferr favaer foam, Sraifen
YFd T IARHT 1 6.6 Afda e afafer 3R s A wrarsrer 5.8 Fferaa Rer wiafea
forafier fopam|

e “Washington has a new tool they didn’t realise they had before the Iran war — energy
exports,” said Michelle Brouhard, head of policy at ship tracking firm Kpler.

STETST Sfehar shvelt Fear Y wNifer vege freler §18 o ohet, “anfRiarest & UTH 31a Ueh o747 AU §
TSIEhT 38 ST Jer & Tgel Tgard w161 T — Fatt fadia|”

OPEC price weakening
3 $Y 7T fFAuRor afFa FAeiR

e The new U.S. dominance could weaken the pricing power that the Organization of
Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) and its allies have historically held over oil markets.
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3TARERT T AT F8[cd ol STTRT TR 3 AR 38 TgA T i Ufderiaien Feg fAefiRor afed
I HASR X THdT & |

U.S. President Donald Trump has long criticised OPEC for manipulating the markets.
AN Teeafa STes TT dd TAT T 306 T TR F IR el I 3TRIT AT 6 81

The group also suffered a blow in May when one of its biggest members, the United Arab
Emirates, left the organization after nearly 60 years.

HS H THE 1 Ueh IR SICHT o911 ST 38k Ho 3 Tl 3 § Teh HYF I AR 918791
60 TuT aTC TS A TEX & 7|

The biggest oil exporter spot will give Washington a powerful new lever in talks with allies
and rivals in addition to its global military supremacy and its dominance of financial markets
thanks to the U.S. dollar’s role as the world’s reserve currency.

gforar & wa@ 93 Aol ol &1 gt arflisrest &1 3rue) afRaes d=ar gegea 3R IrARPY sty AT
TRTETST HaT T {fAehT & HTARTFa Fea It 3R yiceaefadt & Ay ardt # Teh o727 AfFaeel
AT TSTeT |

U.S. leverage

AR 1 TEN §F ToTT G

“You can see now the leverage the United States has over some of these countries because
they are dependent on the U.S. for their oil or gas,” Brouhard said, adding that the U.S. was
the largest provider of crude to Europe and the second-largest provider of distillates.

SIETS = g, “37d 37T W Heh! & o WYFd U AN AT o G2l IR fohctetr 811a § i 9
3T T T 3T 3 TT AR O TR §1” Segiet b T AR TG Y st el 1 Ty o151
3R TSTEeered T gaT Hd a3 3Mqfcishdl g |

EU officials, who initially welcomed the U.S. oil and gas boom as an alternative to Russian

and Middle Eastern supply, have grown more skeptical and warned of risks of becoming too
dependent on American companies.

TUIT T & HARRY, Segla & 7 HARBT cof 3R I 30T 7 TamTd T 3R 7eg-qdf
3Mfct & faehoq & &9 A foham am, 379 31feres Fer & § 3R 3ARET hufaat o1 sreaferes e
B & ANTQAT H IdEr E wW R

QOil, tariffs
A R geF

The warning coincided with the EU clashing with the U.S. administration over trade tariffs
and green regulations.

Ig UTaal U GHY 377$ ST AT T 3R ARAY Ferrwer o o sadR Yoeh 3R g forzrai
T AR THTT Tl TET ¢
Moscow is also finding it hard to hide frustration.

AT & FAT oY 379t AR umer S issT 8t Wi gl

U.S. energy companies were the main beneficiaries of the closure of the Strait of Hormuz,
Igor Sechin, the boss of the Kremlin oil major Rosneft and one of the closest allies of
President Vladimir Putin, said this month.

3 Al T & Fo@ 3R Iegafd st gfae & wis qgaish g afReT o g i
Blelol STOSATHET & i glel & Ty 31TRh et IARHY ot oot b1 g3l

But long before the U.S.-Iran war started, both Saudi Arabia and Russia were trailing far
behind U.S. companies on production growth.
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WW-WWaﬁmﬁ@mﬁMWWquaﬁ%mﬁ
3N Fufaat & sy des 3

Crude and liquids output in the United States has nearly tripled to about 22 million bpd
since 2000.

2000 & 16, & HFFd AT AN H hed def 3R Al Terif T Seures Smerar et [T seeht
22 fafawa Se gfafea g g

Saudi crude and liquids output has largely fluctuated between 10 million and 12 million bpd
depending on OPEC quotas between 2000 and 2026.

2000 § 2026 & &<l 34T FIeT & 3TAR T3 Scdreet Jiferehier o 10 § 12 faforer Ser
gfafea & T wWr gl

Russian oil and liquids output soared to 10 million bpd from 6 million bpd between 2000
and 2010, grew by a further 2 million bpd during the 2010s, but has largely stagnated and
declined to below 10 million bpd since 2020.

2000 & 2010 & 1T T et 3R TRl 3cU1eT 6 FATATT & soaw 10 faforae o T &
I, 201oasa%mﬁsuﬁ3ﬂ12ﬁﬁwmwﬁﬁaaﬁraﬁﬁr§é,aﬁmzozo & d1G I8 38T
Irar 3R 10 A Sxa wiafesr & sy 3 amm)

Global oil demand grew to 104 million bpd last year from 87 million in 2010, meaning the
lion’s share of the global growth of the past 15 years has been mostly met by the U.S. oil
boom.

&g el AT 2010 & 87 TATITer $xar yfafesr & seht Moo av 104 e R ufafea &
I8, ToreeT 37T § T Roer 15 ﬁﬁﬁﬁarm@ﬁgﬁw:maﬂmﬁ
el

In 2015, the United States repealed a 40-year export ban it had in place since the Arab oil
embargo, opening the gates for its oil boom to the wider world.

2015 & TFd TT FARFT A IR Aol TG & 1, A1) 40 T Rt faTer wherarer sl FaTeT
Y e, Forad 38 del 3oTel & fov afRae STk gef a1v|

Fast forward 10 years, it has become the biggest oil exporter, proving skeptics wrong that the
growth would be short-lived as fields deplete.

10 9 ST, ITARHT Gferar 7 T F97 Al T ATeieh o=t a1, [T 37 W Y el AiaieT feham
1T 3R $TSR HATC glel o HTY U Je e el graf |

Unlike in Saudi Arabia and Russia, where governments fully or partially set production and
export targets, the U.S. boom hinges on private companies’ decisions and is primarily driven
by profits.

T3 3R 3R T & {uda, 58T TR 3916 3R g aeg FuiRa Fa &, 3rRE 3o
TSt shufarat o ferofat o3 3menRe § 3R 7ea &9 & @mey & ganford g g1

When ail prices rise, U.S. firms will respond by raising production, which will help bring prices
down.

9 Ol ST AT gedT 8, T FANET FIAAT 31T FordT &, Sad HiFal & A o 7 A
Ao &1

When prices are weak, U.S. firms will cut output, which will boost prices, said Kenneth
Medlock lll, a fellow in Energy and Resource Economics at the Baker Institute for Public
Policy.

IFT FEANCYE PR qfeere Tifa & Soil vd GarereT 3reme faQe Fay Asdi® |1l = wer foh
SIS RIS HASR gl § at AR wafaar scaree ger it 8, foawr fed dedr

“In many ways, it’s kind of a similar role to what OPEC and Saudi Arabia have been doing
with spare production capacity, but it's more of a market mechanism than a strategic device,”
he said.

3T6Iol heT, s ATl A Ig 38T g I HfHHT & SIE 3 3R F3E IR AR Sedree
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Efforts on to contain Nipah
outbreak: Kerala Minister

Contact list of persons who might have interacted with the patient drawn up; no containment

12J6. Efforts on to
contain Nipah
outbreak: Kerala
Minister

zone needed as none other than the patient had shown symptoms, says K. Muraleedharan

fA91E YT Y
CRIEGETCE R T Ic:)

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

he Health Depart-
T ment in Kerala is
maintaining maxi-

mum vigilance and taking
all possible preventive
measures to ensure that
the current Nipah out-
break in Kozhikode is con-
tained and that no nosoco-
mial or human-to-human
transmission of the virus
occurs.

The patient, a 43-year-
old man from Ramanattuk-
ara, who was transferred
from a private hospital to
the Government Medical
College Hospital (MCH),
Kozhikode on Wednesday
with encephalitis symp-
toms, is stable and on ven-
tilator support.

Health Minister K. Mura-

Health workers at the Nipah isolation ward at the Government

Medical College Hospital in Kozhikode on Thursday. K. RAGESH

leedharan, who spoke to
mediapersons in Thiruva-
nanthapuram on Thurs-
day, after holding a high-le-
vel meeting with Health
and medical college offi-
cials, said that a contact list
of 77 persons who might
have closely interacted

with the patient had been
drawn up. The list includes
58 healthcare workers, 14
family members of the pa-
tient, and five co-workers
and friends.

Of the 77 persons, two
have been categorised as
being at the “highest risk”,

13 at “high risk”, and 62 at
low risk. He said that as of
now, there was no need for
earmarking a containment
zone as none other than
the patient had shown any
symptoms.

The Health Department
was preparing the patient’s
route map, and he ap-
peared to have visited sev-
eral healthcare establish-
ments from May 10 before
reaching the Kozhikode
medical college, Mr. Mura-
leedharan said.

The Rapid Response
Team in Kozhikode had
met and adequate stocks of
personal protection equip-
ment and medicines were
being made available. A
control room has been
opened at Kozhikode dis-
trict medical administra-
tion’s office.

persons who might have interacted with the patient drawn up.

3oT ATl T WaF el TR T 1S § ST AafY o Hoeh 7 37T 81 Hebl &

Y T FAY

e Health workers
at the Nipah isolation
ward at the Government

Medical College

Hospital in Kozhikode

on Thursday.

TEAR I FfFrrs U
WEFN Afdwa oo

IEIAT & fAuTE

TSR a18 H
FaELgHHT |

e Contact list of
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e No containment zone needed as none other than the patient had shown symptoms, says K.
Muraleedharan.

&. ATCRE o gl o Wt & 3TARFT fohalt 311 cafer A wrator =7gT a1w 910 &, s@fore fanedr
=T 83T (FeAHT FAe) T AT T 781 &

Kerala maintains maximum vigilance amid Nipah outbreak

f91E YhIT & T T H ITaadH T A FdhdT SHEIR

e The Health Department in Kerala is maintaining maximum vigilance and taking all possible
preventive measures to ensure that the current Nipah outbreak in Kozhikode is contained
and that no nosocomial or human-to-human transmission of the virus occurs.

e 1 FATE TSI TR Ferhall 910 gU & 3R el Henfae fvaReh 3T % 3T & afen
NS H gIAH fA9TE TRhIT F1 RAIHT FoRar ST T TUT IRRT F7 IEqdTe-ATad
(FARRIATS) IT ATAT-J-ATAT THAT o & |

e The patient, a 43-year-old man from Ramanattukara, who was transferred from a private

hospital to the Government Medical College Hospital (MCH), Kozhikode on Wednesday
with encephalitis symptoms, is stable and on ventilator support.

THATCTHRT & 43 a7 afFd, [Siw¢ vedwensien & watoi & T Jerar I Ueh el 3adre
T AR AfSF Fiolor HETAT (THAT), FERIE TAHTRT fHar 3= 21, 396 Feufa R
& 3R 3 IR wergaT WL

e Health Minister K. Muraleedharan, who spoke to mediapersons in Thiruvananthapuram on
Thursday, after holding a high-level meeting with Health and medical college officials, said
that a contact list of 77 persons who might have closely interacted with the patient had been
drawn up.

ALY FA &, AT o TR I FATTATIH H T2 81T 3R AfSher dhielst
aﬁmﬁﬁ%mmﬁwm%aﬁmﬁmﬁmmgﬁw%mﬁ&mmﬁﬁ
37T HHITA 77 SfFaal 1 §ud Gl AR HL o 778 B

e Thellist includes 58 healthcare workers, 14 family members of the patient, and five co-
workers and friends.

3H i # 58 TareeaAt, At & 14 aReter, aar are e v & anfier g1

e Ofthe 77 persons, two have been categorised as being at the “highest risk”, 13 at “high
risk”, and 62 at low risk.

3oT 77 SAfFAAT 7 F & T “Ircq s @A, 13 F1 “Iva N@HA?, TAT 62 F fo=r @ Soft
HI@r gl

e He said that as of now, there was no need for earmarking a containment zone as none other
than the patient had shown any symptoms.

3egiel gl foh fhergTer fA=IoT 817 (FeaTde ANeT) TN et I 3TTTHAT T8l § Fifeh AT &
ifaRea fFaY 3= =afea & #1$ w6707 781 aTv v §)

e The Health Department was preparing the patient’s route map, and he appeared to have
visited several healthcare establishments from May 10 before reaching the Kozhikode
medical college, Mr. Muraleedharan said.

A AR o gl o Fareed s Qi o1 I ARt AR (T AW) TR Y @18 3R
mm%ﬁ:aﬂ@aﬁgﬁﬁwmﬁaﬁﬁma@mﬁﬁﬁmwmﬁmm

e The Rapid Response Team in Kozhikode had met and adequate stocks of personal
protective equipment (PPE) and medicines were being made available.

HiTgrents 1 15 Reediewr 197 T Sooh g1 Toht & U1 9T HHT H sqfarcare FI&ir 3uaHor
(i) 3R g3t i Suertrar GRAREE o @ ¥
e A control room has been opened at Kozhikode district medical administration’s office.

FfSrns e Rifercar wemae & SraTerT 3 U fAI=or HaT (Fee T7) TR fhar s g
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Bacillary dysentery cases rise in Kerala
(SN ——

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

More cases of shigellosis
(bacillary dysentery), a
highly contagious bacterial
diarrhoeal disease caused
by shigella, are being re-
ported across Kerala, with
a total of 34 cases reported
in June alone.
Thiruvananthapuram

has reported six cases, Kol-
lam and Idukki one each,
Alapuzha three, Malappu-
ram and Kannur two each,
Kozhikode 11 and Wayanad
eight.

Three more children
tested positive for shigello-
sis at Wayanad Mar Base-
lios HSS on Thursday,
where around 514 children
have shown symptoms of
the infection. The results
of seven more samples are
awaited, Health Minister K.
Muraleedharan said here
on Thursday.

He said that 47 people
are currently undergoing
treatment in hospitals,
both public and private, in
Wayanad, while three peo-
ple were hospitalised in
Kozhikode and Thiruva-

nanthapuram, and two
others in Kollam.

Mr. Muraleedharan said
that water samples from
both the borewell as well
as the well in Mar Baselios
school had been sent for
testing and that the well
water was found to be
highly contaminated.

Shigellosis is sporadical-
ly reported from all dis-
tricts every year, with oc-
casional outbreaks. Last
year, a total of 133 cases
had been reported, with
zero deaths.

Shigellosis is a severe

form of diarrhoeal out-
break involving intestinal
tissue invasion by the bac-
teria, causing highly infec-
tious, bloody, and mucoid
stools (bacillary dysentery)
accompanied by high fever
and severe abdominal
cramps.

The infection spreads
through contaminated wa-
ter, food and contact from
infected surfaces and is ex-
tremely infectious. Ingest-
ing as few as 10 to 100 bac-
teria can cause an
infection. It spreads rapid-
ly via the fecal-oral route.

12J6. Bacillary
dysentery cases risein
Kerala

e A e Ifrer &
ATHAT 7 g

e More cases of
shigellosis (bacillary
dysentery), a highly
contagious bacterial
diarrhoeal disease caused by
Shigella, are being reported

across Kerala, with a total of 34 cases reported in June alone.
Rrefaer (@ferd aferen, S REtar Siaro] @ 81 arer srcafies dsheen sarrefad sfaar
W, & HAHS R HFA H TG ¢ &1 Fhalol ST ATE A & 36 34 AR &of [T 7T &

e Mr. Muraleedharan said that water samples from both the borewell as well as the well in
Mar Baselios School had been sent for testing and that the well water was found to be

highly contaminated.

A AR o g & AR SAFXAT Fet & ARAT 3R FE SleAl & e 7o Q6707 o fow S
T & FAUTHU T YAt eI ToF g I I |
e Shigellosis is sporadically reported from all districts every year, with occasional outbreaks.
RN & A Tde a¥ ToF & wefl Sl & foeqe &9 7 aa 31md 8 3R qa9g-87d
TS I 8 3T ST &

e Shigellosis is a severe form of diarrhoeal outbreak involving intestinal tissue invasion by the
bacteria, causing highly infectious, bloody and mucoid stools (bacillary dysentery)

accompanied by high fever and severe abdominal cramps.

RN TR 7 Ueh 18Ik &9 &, Toras Sharoy Jiral & Sl 9% ATHAT A 8, o
AT HEIHS WagFd Ud WsHAgFa A (el 9fRre), 357 sav dar 18R 92 a¢ 3k
V& I GAEAT ST g1l &

e The infection spreads through contaminated water, food and contact from infected
surfaces and is extremely infectious.

Ig HhAUT I ST e, G SiloTeT TT W AT Teel F W A therdll § 3R 31T Tsprersh giar

gl

e |ngesting as few as 10 to 100 bacteria can cause an infection.

eharel 10 & 100 ShaTopait & SRR & Jder kel & ol AsheaoT g1 FeheTT &

e |t spreads rapidly via the fecal-oral route.

TE HFHHAVT AS-FG AR (Prefel-3e 7€) F 1 My afey F e g1

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Website : patrioticias.in

Page43



[0}

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

Contraceptive use and the weight
women carry: insights from NFHS-6

India must invest in policies that move contraceptive use from compliance to choice: this will involve ensuring no girl is married before the age of 18,

investing in rural secondary education, and increasing access to reversible scientific contraception methods

Trishna Sarkar
C. Saratchand

eproductive agency, the power
to decide whether, when, and
how to bear children is a vital
and necessary component of
women’s empowerment, and yet, is often
not taken into account when metrics of
income, education, mobility and political
representation are analysed.

India’s demographic transition, as
reflected in the latest round of the
National Family Health Survey (NFHS-6,
2023-24), besides revealing incremental
changes in health indicators, also signals a
structural shift in the domain of
reproductive agency. Contraception, once
framed primarily as an instrument of
populanon control, is mcreasmgly
emerging as a marker of women’s
reproduction agency.

History of contraceptive use

India’s engagement with contraception
dates back to 1952, when it became the
first country to launch an official family
planning programme but with women
bearing a disproportionate share of the
required responsibility.

The following data, drawn from the
NFHS-6 (2023-24) survey of currently
married women aged 15- 49 years, maps
the reproductive and contraceptive
landscape across urban and rural India,
and against the NFHS-5 baseline:

A striking finding in the NFHS-6 data is
the persistence of early marriage.
Nationally, 20.1% of women aged 20-24
was married before the age of 18, with the
rural figure reaching 23.3% — unchanged
from NFHS-5. Among men, 15.9% aged
25-29 were married before 21. These
trends are not only legal failures, they are
also healthcare setbacks.

A girl married before she has had the
opportunity to complete secondary
education or enter the paid workforce,
confronts a significantly extended
reproductive window. When
contraceptive access is limited, awareness
of healthcare attenuated, or agency
within the family is negligible, unhealthy
pregnancies, unsustainably more births,
and heightened maternal and child health
risk are the consequences. The data bears
this out: 6.7% of women aged 15-19 were
already mothers or pregnant at the time
of the survey rising to 7.9% in rural areas.

From a public health standpoint, early
marriage is not merely a social problem, it
is a reproductive health emergency with
lifelong consequences. Girls married
young are less likely to know their
contraceptive options, less likely to be
able to negotiate their use, and more
likely to undergo less spaced-out
pregnancies. The cumulative
physiological burden of anaemia,
obstetric complications and maternal
mortality is concentrated precisely in this

THE GIST

v

Contraception, once framed
primarily as an instrument of
population control, is
increasingly emerging as a
marker of women’s
reproduction agency

v

When contraceptive access is
limited, awareness of
healthcare attenuated, or
agency within the family is
negligible, unhealthy
pregnancies, unsustainably
more births, and heightened
maternal and child health risk
are the consequences

v

An analysis of the NFHS-6 data
demonstrates that
contraception in India is no
longer merely about limiting
births, but about enabling
reproductive agency by

ing the i

Reproductive rights: India’s engagement with contraception dates back to 1952, when it became the first country to launch an official family planning
programme but with women bearing a disproportionate share of the required responsibility. FILE PHOTO

demographic. Yet policy conversations
about fertility mutmely overlook the role
of early marital unions, seeking to
unsuccessfully treat the symptom (high
fertility) while ignoring the structural
cause (constrained reproductive agency).

‘The rural-urban divide in these figures
is striking. Urban women tend to marry
later, complete more schooling, and are
exposed to a broader suite of
contraceptive options. Rural women face
the inverse: earlier marital unions,
relatively less agency, and a healthcare
infrastructure that, as we shall see,
defaults to unattainable permanent
solutions rather than investing in what is
relevant: public healthcare.

On sterilisation

Female sterilisation remains the dominant
contraceptive method in India,

accounting for 36.5% of all contraceptive
use nationally and is as high as 38.1% in
rural areas. Male sterilisation, by contrast,
stands at a negligible 0.5%. This
gargantuan skew is the consequence of
policy design and gender
disempowerment.

The NFHS-6 data also shows a modest
decline in female sterilisation from 37.9%
(NFHS-5) to 36.5%, alongside a sharp rise
in traditional method use (from 10.3% to
16.4%) and a slight decline in modern
reversible methods (from 56.4% to 52.7%).
Read together, these trends suggest that
some women are able to step back from
sterilisation — but into informal, less

Female sterilisation remains the
dominant contraceptive method,
accounting for 36.5% of all

contraceptive use nationally and
is as high as 38.1% in rural areas

medically supported methods rather than
towards reversible scientific methods that
would authentically enhance
reproductive autonomy.

Female sterilisation in India’s public
health system has a troubled history. The
mass sterilisation camps epitomised by
the Bilaspur tragedy of 2014, in which 13
women died following a single-day mass
sterilisation drive are not aberrations but
logical consequences of a system that
treats women’s reproductive capacity as a
population management problem to be
solved at scale, cheaply and rapidly.
Tubectomies and sterilisation surgenes
done in rural government hospitals can

are not empowered to make an informed
choice due to their being at the short end
of the stick of the social reproduction and
social production processes.

Towards reproductive agency

An analysis of the NFHS-6 data
demonstrates that contraception in India
is no longer merely about limiting births,
but about enabling reproductive agency
by overcoming the underlying unequal
social architecture.

Three policy imperatives follow from
such an analysis. First, early marriage
must be addressed as a reproductive
health crisis by retaining girls in school,
fully implementing the Prohibition of
Child Marriage Act and investing in rural
secondary education for girls. Second,
policy must pivot from unsustainable
permanent methods of contraception
toward increasing access for reversible
scientific conu‘acepuon through
based public

sometimes be risky — these facilities are
overcrowded, staff are not always
well-trained, and the focus is on
performing as many procedures as
possible rather than on scientific patient
care. Women who go through these
surgeries can get infections,
complications from maladministered
anaesthesia or failed procedures resulting
in persistent morbidity. Most women are
compelled to access what they can afford,
namely underfunded public healthcare.
Most women undergoing such procedures

healthcare. Th1rd the diminishing of the
gender skew in contraception must
become a programmatic priority of
policy. Sustainable demographic
transition presupposes reproductive
agency of women.

(Dr. Trishna Sarkar is faculty at the
department of economics, Dr. BhimRao
Ambedkar College, University of Delhi.
trishna.sarkar@gmail.com; Prof C.
Saratchand is faculty at the the department
of economics, Satyawati College, University
of Delhi chandcsarat@gmail.com.)

unequal social architecture

12J6. Contraceptive use and the weight women carry: insights from NFHS-6

etfariers suaer 3R Afyanst garr ager fhar ST arem $R: NFHS-6 & wrea

-

e Reproductive agency, the power to decide whether, when, and how to bear children is a
vital and necessary component of women’s empowerment, and yet, is often not taken into
account when metrics of income, education, mobility and political representation are

analysed.

oTeTsT EaTIadT, 3UTd I8 A0 o &1 A o aed e, $8 301 frae &, #fger gafFasor
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&I Ueh AgcaqoT 3N 31mareass v ¢, fhe o 31, e, arfaeiierdr ik werehifaes gfafaftea &
HATICUST T fI2AY0T FIA THT 3/ U AT H AT I@T ST 8

Reproductive agency means that a woman can make decisions regarding marriage,
pregnancy, childbirth, and contraception without coercion or social pressure.

India’s demographic transition, as reflected in the latest round of the National Family
Health Survey (NFHS-6, 2023-24), besides revealing incremental changes in health
indicators, also signals a structural shift in the domain of reproductive agency.

HRA BT AARTEIHIT THAT, ST foh TG IRAR Fareey ada1or (NFHS-6, 2023-24) &
ATTH SR F IRATET BT §, TAELT HhcTeh! H shiHS TR bl &2iTet & TATT-TTY FoTelel
AT & & 7 Teh TRIATcHS IR T oY Tehe SaT 3

History of contraceptive use

IsifaRs 39Ater &1 sfae™

India’s engagement with contraception dates back to 1952, when it became the first country
to launch an official family planning programme but with women bearing a disproportionate
share of the required responsibility.

R 3 ST o ATY ST 1952 & TREH AT €, 519 dg MTerehieh TRaR faerer wriwa
Y& Flot AT TGl S FaTT, Fobo] et 3rafatey ForaigRY o 3riereT &9 & as7 e Afgenait

EIRGERGIRE
A striking finding in the NFHS-6 data is the persistence of early marriage.

NFHS-6 & 3fihal 7 T 3cal@a sy arel faaTg &1 fSiaar &

Nationally, 20.1% of women aged 20—24 was married before the age of 18, with the rural
figure reaching 23.3% — unchanged from NFHS-5.

USET TR W, 20-24 aY 377G 97 T 20.1% HGeM 18 T 1 3T A Tgel faarg T et o,
STSIfeR ITEIT &1 A g JHTheT 23.3% TR TEH AT — St NFHS-5 T Fefel & 3aRafeld &1
Among men, 15.9% aged 25—29 were married before 21.

TET 3, 25-29 Y 3T T & 15.9% SATFAAT o @ 21 ¥ T 3T & Tgl g1 1w 27|

The data bears this out: 6.7% of women aged 15-19 were already mothers or pregnant at the
time of the survey rising to 7.9% in rural areas.

3i1eh3 SHHT GFE ol §: 15-19 aY 317G FIT T 6.7% AT FA&TUT & FHI AT AT Tgel § AT
oY 372rar arstad off, Safer AT 13T & TF 37TehsT Tea 7.9% &Y ITAT AT

Girls married young are less likely to know their contraceptive options, less likely to be able
to negotiate their use, and more likely to undergo less spaced-out pregnancies.

& 1Y H T4aTE e dell oTsfehdl 319 efaiers faswedl & TR & s STlcl &, 3o ST
R AT o & F GeTH g1 €, 3R 399 TTeRoT & i gATed 3iax gle dhr garaer o
g gl

The cumulative physiological burden of anaemia, obstetric complications and maternal
mortality is concentrated precisely in this demographic.

wafEa, yqfer gaeh Sfeerdanit ik A 7oy o 1 dudi TR 4R qeT §9 § 380 Sy
T Higd g &

Urban women tend to marry later, complete more schooling, and are exposed to a broader
suite of contraceptive options.

EYY ATRATT ATHIEIT: ST A T3aTg T &, 31T FReT ured ey § 31T Teifaiers faweut v
mﬂ;@mﬁmt@’a@?ﬁ%l

On sterilisation

A W
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Female sterilisation remains the dominant contraceptive method in India, accounting for
36.5% of all contraceptive use nationally and is as high as 38.1% in rural areas.

AR FAHEEY R I 379 37 ToE TATRIGF 3T T0 g5 8, S T TR R Fof IeAferies
3TN T 36.5% & AT ATAIT 8131 7 T 38.1% I TgT STTell ¢

Male sterilisation, by contrast, stands at a negligible 0.5%.

g8 faudic], T AHE) & Eo) A 0.5% &

This gargantuan skew is the consequence of policy design and gender disempowerment.
Tg AT Il atfereTel F=aT 3R AR JrarerfFashor s TR &

The NFHS-6 data also shows a modest decline in female sterilisation from 37.9% (NFHS-5)
to 36.5%, alongside a sharp rise in traditional method use (from 10.3% to 16.4%) and a
slight decline in modern reversible methods (from 56.4% to 52.7%).

NFHS-6 & 3iihs g o g2 & T A ST8edY 37.9% (NFHS-5) & €eaht 36.5% §'§% CCIC
R faftrat & suaier & o gefer (10.3% & 16.4%) 3R smefas wfaadt faftr 7 godr
fIRTaE (56.4% T 52.7%) &of & TS &

The mass sterilisation camps epitomised by the Bilaspur tragedy of 2014, in which 13
women died following a single-day mass sterilisation drive are not aberrations but logical
consequences of a system that treats women’s reproductive capacity as a population
management problem to be solved at scale, cheaply and rapidly.

2014 $ RemaqR I, fSHe veh feaeliy areffee "aecl AT & dre; 13 Afgenait A1 7y &
IS oY, IS 379aTE Aar 2, Sfow 3T caawT Fr drfehes RO A i AR i ToiateT e7ear Hi
2 YA 9T, &0 3R caRa aliss O & fhT Sirey aTel STTHEdT WatleT & 92T & &9 & ¢EdT ¢

Tubectomies and sterilisation surgeries done in rural government hospitals can sometimes
be risky — these facilities are overcrowded, staff are not always well-trained, and the focus is
on performing as many procedures as possible rather than on scientific patient care.

T THRY TR H Y STt dTell cFaFeia AR AT e ThaTe Hefl-shelt ST@HgoT g
Fohdl § — A AEATT 31T 3iiserTs are g &, eund) §éa gaica &9 & gfifaa 78 81, 3%
T JATTeTeh 3N STWHT F T 31Tk T 31T8h IThATT el W higd War gl

Women who go through these surgeries can get infections, complications from
maladministered anaesthesia or failed procedures resulting in persistent morbidity.

ST AreATHAT3t § TR ATell ATTAHT T FeheAoT, e Al & T 10 Tarehfar & 3cveat
SATETATT 3720aT 3THB TihAT3T & HROT Erehifoieh IRTAFAAT T HTHAT HeAT IS TheT ¢ |

Most women undergoing such procedures are not empowered to make an informed choice
due to their being at the short end of the stick of the social reproduction and social
production processes.

U GRS & o aTelt 3rTRrhier AfgeTT Wt ascdtest R ATATTSF Scdree i
gfsranait 7 wfcerer Rty 7 g1 & HRoT Fird AT o 7 wars w761 gl

Towards reproductive agency
YoTelel TqadT $1 A

An analysis of the NFHS-6 data demonstrates that contraception in India is no longer merely
about limiting births, but about enabling reproductive agency by overcoming the underlying
unequal social architecture.

NFHS-6 & 3ilehsT T fa2elvoT 21T & foh IR 7 TR 319 hdel STeAT Pl BNfAd et HT
TS 7€ 78 9121 §, e JHHATT AT TIAT bl G Shleh YoteteT FATACAAT I HETH Telled T
ATCTH deF AT G|

First, early marriage must be addressed as a reproductive health crisis by retaining girls in
school, fully implementing the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act and investing in rural
secondary education for girls.
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JUH, ST faa1g ol YTl TAEYT Hehe & T H GaITerd forar S11=m aifgu, foaes forw asfenar
! TaeTerd & S=AT0 I@eT, arer farare wfader srfaforaer o1 qot Sshareaaet sear ot amedior &¥at
A orsohal T AT A feT & fAder e 3raeg+ gl

e Second, policy must pivot from unsustainable permanent methods of contraception toward
increasing access for reversible scientific contraception through augmenting community
based public healthcare.

efaci, A st e Furdh mifades faftat & geat gaer-3menia arderiaes e
RT3t P G H gU Tt Ao astfarere At 1 OEe Soe o SR gt TR

e Third, the diminishing of the gender skew in contraception must become a programmatic
priority of policy.
e, e 7 FacgHTe A Ao hl i FHIEAT ATl hT Ueh HIAHHI G Al ToTel

EUY

Ingredient
for sunscreen

Reuters

The U.S. Food and Drug
Administration on Tues-
day said it added bemotri-
zinol to its list of permitted
active ingredients, mark-
ing the first new UV (Ultra-
violet) filter to be cleared
for over-the-counter sun-
screens since the late
1990s.

Bemotrizinol helps pro-
tect against both ultravio-
let A and B rays and has
low levels of absorption
through the skin into the
body, the U.S. Food and
Drug Administration said.

12J6. Ingredient for sunscreen

ATH & fAT gesh

e The U.S. Food and Drug Administration on Tuesday said it added
bemotrizinol to its list of permitted active ingredients, marking the first new UV
(Ultraviolet) filter to be cleared for over-the-counter sunscreens since the late
1990s.

FITIIR 1 3ANSY WieF v iR wemraer (U.S. Food and Drug Administration) &
gl o 38 dRAIETSI=IeT (bemotrizinol) T 3Ad AfehT 3raTal 1 T # eMfder FT
foram &, TS 718 1990 & g2reh & 3TN & dTe; Ha<-G-HI3ET AThIT oh [T Fellghel
fopam STret arelt ggelm 1T Y (qRTearel) freey s s B

e Bemotrizinol helps protect against both ultraviolet A and B rays and has
low levels of absorption through the skin into the body, the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration said.

A foater aRrdaret A T B frRott St & GRaT et oiel H FErIdn il & 3R
AT o HTEAA H T H SHT HAMNTUT SE A AT A g1 &, VAT 3ARA @Wheg va
3itwfer gemaer 3wl
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Misconceptions continue to deter men
from getting vasectomies, say experts

Athira Elssa Johnson

National Family Health Survey

(NFHS-6), India’s Total Fertility Rate
(TFR) has remained at 2.0 children per wo-
man, below the replacement level of 2.1. The
survey also points to improved access to fami-
ly planning services, with the contraceptive
prevalence rate increasing from 66.7% in
NFHS-5 to 69.1%. The burden of contracep-
tion, however, continues to remain shoul-
dered largely by women.

Sterilisation, accounts for a significant
chunk of contraception methods used in In-
dia. As per NFHS-6, male sterilisation (vasec-
tomy) remains at a dismal 0.5%, barely a
change from 0.3% in NFHS-5.

Experts say misconceptions surrounding
vasectomy continue to discourage men from
taking a more active role in family planning,
placing a disproportionate share of the bur-
den on women. A study published in the jour-
nal BMJ Sexual & Reproductive Health found
that fears about loss of libido and physical
weakness, social stigma, poor awareness and
health system barriers continue to impede ac-
ceptance of vasectomy among married men
in India, with uptake declining from 3.31% in
the early 1990s.

Experts note that vasectomy is a simple,
safe and highly effective long term contracep-
tive method that does not affect sexual perfor-
mance or libido, contrary to these wides-
pread myths. One of the most persistent

! ccording to the findings of the sixth

A study published in the journal BMJ
Sexual & Reproductive Health found
that fears about loss of libido and
physical weakness, social stigma,
poor awareness and health system
barriers continue to im e

acceptance of vasectomy among
married men in India

misconceptions surrounding vasectomy is
that it diminishes sexual function. However,
there is no evidence to support these claims.

N. Ragavan, senior consultant-urologist,
Apollo Hospitals, Chennai, said the belief is
cultural and has no clinical basis. “Fertility
should not be tied to misconceptions that eq-
uate a man’s reproductive capacity with his
masculinity as though fewer sperm somehow
mean less manhood,” he said, adding that va-
sectomy does not affect testosterone levels or
sexual drive. The procedure merely involves
blocking the sperm-carrying tube and does
not interfere with blood supply to the testes
or their normal function. It has nothing to do
with libido or erectile function, he said.

Muthu Veeramani, director and senior con-
sultant, urology, SIMS Hospital, Chennai, ad-
ded that studies have consistently shown that
vasectomy does not affect testosterone pro-
duction, sexual desire or sexual performance.

Experts also sought to dispel the notion
that vasectomy is a major surgery associated
with serious health risks.

Vasantharaja Ramasamy, senior consul-
tant, urology, MGM Malar Hospital, Chennai,
said the procedure is usually carried out un-
der local anaesthesia. After identifying the vas
deferens (sperm duct) through palpation, a
small incision is made and the tube is divided
and sealed to prevent reconnection. Patients
are discharged within a few hours and can res-
ume routine activities after a couple of days,
although heavy physical activity should be
avoided for about a week.

Myths from social media

Doctors also rejected several myths circulating
on social media, including claims that vasecto-
my causes obesity, cancer, infections or long-
term health complications. Dr. Ragavan said
there was no indication that the procedure in-
creased the risk of obesity or cancer, and no
scientific evidence to support such claims.

Despite being simpler and less invasive than
female sterilisation, vasectomy continues to
have low acceptance, especially in India. One
major concern among men is that vasectomy is
irreversible and could lead to regrets later in
life. Experts emphasise that recanalisation pro-
cedures performed within three years of vasec-
tomy have success rates exceeding 90%. Addi-
tionally, advances in microscopic surgery have
improved outcomes when reversals are under-
taken after proper counselling.

Greater male participation in reproductive
health, doctors noted, would make reproduc-
tive healthcare more equitable.
(athira.elssa@thehindu.co.in)

12J6. Misconceptions continue to deter men from getting vasectomies, say
experts

farerwit &1 Fgem ¢ R aifaar geul ) Fwad Ftae @ 79 off gl Fe §

e According to the findings of the sixth National Family Health Survey (NFHS-6), India’s Total
Fertility Rate (TFR) has remained at 2.0 children per woman, below the replacement level of
2.1.

S W TREAR FIELT FE&TT (NFHS-6) & forsehnif & 3178, SRl T Fel Foteret &3 (TFR)
qﬁmﬁmz.oac—nﬁwa?ﬁgé%,mz.lamﬁxmﬂwﬁw%l

e The survey also points to improved access to family planning services, with the
contraceptive prevalence rate increasing from 66.7% in NFHS-5 to 69.1%.

ﬁmﬁwm@mﬁﬁwq’gﬂwaﬁmmt e sreifarieres 3ughr X
NFHS-5 & 66.7% & d¢ah< 69.1% 8T 315 g

e Sterilisation, accounts for a significant chunk of contraception methods used in India.
FHEEY, AR H 3TAT T ST et MRS ST &7 v Fgcayor Gea &

e As per NFHS-6, male sterilisation (vasectomy) remains at a dismal 0.5%, barely a change
from 0.3% in NFHS-5.

NFHS-6 & 378, I3 aHear (GAFEIH) ST G AR 0.5% &, ST NFHS-5% 0.3% & a5 A

ELRBESIGIN

e A study published in the journal BMJ Sexual & Reproductive Health found that fears about
loss of libido and physical weakness, social stigma, poor awareness and health system
barriers continue to impede acceptance of vasectomy among married men in India, with
uptake declining from 3.31% in the early 1990s.
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gf3er BMJ Sexual & Reproductive Health & JehIfRId Teh 3ETeT H 91T 31T Toh HIATST H
AT, R FASY, AR Fefch, STITEDAT T AT TUT TIELY SATEAT AT ST & 3
3TTRIeATY SRl o TaraTfeet qst & aherclelt i Tiehfcl sl 31T f aTferet aheeht &, 3R SHehT ST
1990 & &I T YT 7 3.31% H e IATE|

Experts note that vasectomy is a simple, safe and highly effective long term contraceptive
method that does not affect sexual performance or libido, contrary to these widespread
myths.

TRt o1 gl & fob aderelel Teh aXer, TRI&T 3R 3rca e gerrdy o arsifaiu= fafer
g, St TieT &7 T FTATST Y JHIfAT TgT I, ST 3T AR s Fifaar yafed g1

One of the most persistent misconceptions surrounding vasectomy is that it diminishes
sexual function.

JVFAr & 3w vafod sifadt 3 & v 7 § 5 95 2l Frfavear w1 FF F A 5

“Fertility should not be tied to misconceptions that equate a man’s reproductive capacity with
his masculinity as though fewer sperm somehow mean less manhood,” he said, adding that
vasectomy does not affect testosterone levels or sexual drive.

3eglel e, “ToTatet &THT I 3T ST & €T ST ST G ST YW T ToTeTet &THAT T IHAT
TE9ed I S5 &, HTeAT 3T YFHTU] BT T 3787 o TEca 11" 3ot g o &gl foh ATl
TEAERNT TR T Il 3207 I TH1fad 87 T

The procedure merely involves blocking the sperm-carrying tube and does not interfere with
blood supply to the testes or their normal function.

S8 YTshdT  shelol YSHTVT o STt ATelY SATNeRT I TG fhaAT ST & 3N Jg Uil Y Tt Jyfet
T 3T ATHTT FIRIVUTG H HIS gEAATT afal il

It has nothing to do with libido or erectile function, he said.

3egiel e [ SHHRT FIATST AT TIHA &THAT & IS HeT AT &

Muthu Veeramani, director and senior consultant, urology, SIMS Hospital, Chennai, added

that studies have consistently shown that vasectomy does not affect testosterone production,
sexual desire or sexual performance.

UeeTS o SIMS TSl o ficereh Td aiss LRI et 7Y dRATOr 7 et o sregget =
IR g ey fonam & foh d8erelal STl 3cdee, Tt SToT IT Al Yeele F FHTTAT wgr
FHIAT|

Experts also sought to dispel the notion that vasectomy is a major surgery associated
with serious health risks.

v AY A 53 g #) s @R fFar fF daFerd v 98 areafrar g S s Fareey Sifast
S EC I

Vasantharaja Ramasamy, senior consultant, urology, MGM Malar Hospital, Chennai, said the
procedure is usually carried out under local anaesthesia.

Ueels & MGM HAIR HETCTS & aSS FARNT TRV SHYRTSIT AATATEAT o el foh I8 gishar
AT : T HIGATERY & J6d T AT &

After identifying the vas deferens (sperm duct) through palpation, a small incision is made
and the tube is divided and sealed to prevent reconnection.

TSl GeToT SaRT I B (YFATfRe) Y qgare el & S1G Ueh BIel DRI S9Nl ST § 3R
SATerehT ohT hTceht Hiel Y feT ST & ofTfeh a8 ATeRT o1 o3 e

Patients are discharged within a few hours and can resume routine activities after a couple of
days, although heavy physical activity should be avoided for about a week.

AR T F© °el & IR Feer ¢ &1 1l & AR Fo et a1g aeAey fdfafedr & #: gevd
€, gTelifeh SITHIT Teh HedTg deh HRY IR R § FrareAr =nfgu|
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Myths from social media

arerer AT A Beat arel sifaar

e Doctors also rejected several myths circulating on social media, including claims that
vasectomy causes obesity, cancer, infections or long-term health complications.

FRAfercgeh! oF AT ATEAT 91 el WY 3 HifaAT o ofr @IS Topa, foraTet g arar enfaer § i
FUFTAT T AT, FHT, YHHAUT AT ST oleh TITELT TSIt alay &

o Despite being simpler and less invasive than female sterilisation, vasectomy continues to
have low acceptance, especially in India.

ATFAT AHEY T Jofell 3 37T Tl AR HH ST gled o STas[G, TUFCIHT T Falepfel eIy
HR # 313t oy v B

e One major concern among men is that
vasectomy is irreversible and could lead to
regrets later in life.

T & 1T U 99T i 9% ¢ 9 el
3aRade § 3R a1 7 Sfast & goara &r
$ROUT g7 Gl &

e Experts emphasise that recanalisation
procedures performed within three years of
vasectomy have success rates exceeding
90%.

TIATAT & SR ST gt for IQFeTAT & et auif
%mﬁmmmammm@rmago%ﬁmm%l

e Additionally, advances in microscopic surgery have improved outcomes when reversals are
undertaken after proper counselling.

s 31faRed, q&wamﬁﬁwmﬁgémﬁﬁsﬁawﬁw@raﬁaﬁrgmﬁw
wfshan3it & aRoTeHT & gur fHarg|

e Greater male participation in reproductive health, doctors noted, would make reproductive
healthcare more equitable.

FIfehcaent = gl Toh ToTeler FARELT & YT T 3TeIeh HIINCGRT Tolelel TARELY JaT3HT I 3Teh
AR 3R T ol S=reaf|

The Darwin ()fB()tany 12J6. The Darwin of Botany
GSII:S&T
London, June 11: Sir Jagdish Chandra Bose was Faeafa QAT & sifde

entertained at a luncheon to-day by the British

;ﬂﬂe%mgal;a?;?bﬁi ?ég;r;gmgas‘zgowmk in e London, June 11: Sir Jagdish Chandra Bose was

the cause of science and humanity. He stated entertained at a luncheon to-day by the British Indian Union.
that he understood that this “Darwin of Botany” ded, 11 ofel: X STITEYeT T €1 o TEATT H 37T fafeer 3‘%217{

hoped to make it possible to substitute plants for
animals for vivisection. AT SaRT Ueh HIST T 3TN STeT R aram|

Sir Jagdish emphasising the importance of e Lord Lee of Fareham, who presided, paid a tribute to
science, said for the economic welfare of a vast Sir J.C. Bose’s work in the cause of science and humanity.
continent like India, there must be two ~ HH mﬂ. AT ATegaT
complementary activities, industry and ;?-T?:U&TEIT FIG A8 W0 ) A S & &
agriculture, both depending on science. H I A, 1 & FrIf dr ﬂaﬁﬂaﬁf 31T #r|

e He stated that he understood that this “Darwin of
Botany” hoped to make it possible to substitute plants for animals for vivisection.

Ieglel shel foh IeTehl THAST & IHTHR T “qereafa e & siider AT (hfaa ot w
w2NT) & fore gepat & Turer o) dh & 3ueT A HT T T
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Sir Jagdish emphasising the importance of science, said for the economic welfare of a vast
continent like India, there must be two complementary activities, industry and agriculture,
both depending on science.

mmrﬁﬁmasmwaﬁaﬁgqmﬁ:mé@mmm%mwa:
fore & oewR X arfafaferar — se@hr iR R — mavas §, iR et & e o1 ik s

gl
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Centre lifts excise duty on higher ethanol-blend petrol

¥g A 3o9 3AAT- AT I 9T 3¢9 Yok gerar

Centre lifts excise duty on
higher ethanol-blend petrol

Union government exempts E22, E25, E27, and E30 variants from central excise duty;

clarifies that the latest reduction does not indicate anything on rolling out higher blends

Saptaparno G!os!

NEW DELHI

iming to popularise
Athe uptake of bio-

fuels in the coun-
try, the Union government
late on Wednesday re-
moved central excise duty
on petrol blended with
higher quantum of etha-
nol. Following the move,
petrol blended with etha-
nol at 22%, 25%, 27% and
30% would be exempted
from central excise duties.

In a statement, the go-
vernment clarified that the
latest reduction did not in-
dicate anything on rolling
out higher blends.

“This is a preliminary
prerequisite for eventually
introducing higher blends,
but doesn’t convey anyth-
ing about roll out of higher
blends as of now as that
will only be done after ex-
tensive testing and consul-
tation,” the government
stated.

The government clari-
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In the pipeline: The move is a preliminary prerequisite for

eventually introducing higher blends, the government stated. AnI

fied that the exemption
specifically concerned the
blending activity of etha-
nol with petrol, which is
essentially a manufactur-
ing activity. The objective
is to avert the possibility of
a dual levy.

“Petrol bears excise du-
ty and ethanol bears GST
at their respective stages.
When the two are blended,
the resulting product may
attract excise duty once
again on the full quantity,”

the Centre clarified.

“For ethanol blends of
petrol up to 20%, excise
duty on the blended petrol
was exempted by the Mi-
nistry of Finance. The ex-
emption ensures that the
duties already paid are not
charged a second time on
the blend,” it added.

The gazette notification
comes days after India for-
mally launched the E85
variant of petrol, that is
85% ethanol blended with

12J6. Centre lifts excise duty on higher ethanol-blend petrol

¥g A 359 3AAT- AT Il 9T 3¢UTE Yo gerdr

15% gasoline, on June 5.

Industry  associations
across the ethanol blend-
ing value chain have wel-
comed the move to remove
excise levy.

C.K. Jain, President of
the Grain Ethanol Manu-
facturers Association (GE-
MA) said that the move in-
dicated a “strong signal of
policy stability and long-
term commitment”.

“It is essential for at-
tracting fresh investments
across the ethanol value
chain, including produc-
tion capacity, logistics,
storage, fuel retailing and
flex-fuel mobility solu-
tions,” he said.

Welcoming the move,
Bharati Balaji, Deputy Di-
rector General at the All-In-
dia Distillers Association
(AIDA) added, “We urge
the state governments to
complement this measure
with aligned tax structures
so that the full benefit
reaches both industry and
consumers at the pump.”
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The Union government exempts E22, E25, E27, and E30 variants from central excise
duty.

F% PR o E22, £25, E27 3R E30 TR & Ui &1 FE1T 30918 o § 7o Y AT ¢

The government clarifies that the latest reduction does not indicate anything on rolling out
higher blends.

TR A T 621 o I8 AdeTad g 3o At A0 &1 ol1e] et T Havdl 161 aell o

Aiming to popularise the uptake of biofuels in the country, the Union government late on
Wednesday removed central excise duty on petrol blended with higher quantum of ethanol.

<RT H SHT $UT (FTANTIR) & 3TN T b [T Tl & 36227 H Hg TR of JHAR &I I
37fereh AT # gt AT el T G Ig 3cuTe Yoeh gl 1|

Following the move, petrol blended with ethanol at 22%, 25%, 27% and 30% would be
exempted from central excise duties.

5 forofar & e 22%, 25%, 27% 3R 30% AT FATAT Igier el 3cure; Qeeh I Herd glar|

In a statement, the government clarified that the latest reduction did not indicate anything on
rolling out higher blends.

Th ST H THR o TS T o T ATTH Te 3o [AHUN Y S19] F:3el o T 7 IS
Hehel o181 &l 81
“This is a preliminary prerequisite for eventually introducing higher blends, but doesn’t convey

anything about roll out of higher blends as of now as that will only be done after extensive
testing and consultation,” the government stated.

AR o gl “qE AT # 3= TRAUT Y 9] el & T veh GRIAS 128 el 8, olfehel
AT & Goleh oII] Gt & IR H HS 7761 aclcll, FTeh THT harel caTTeh TIETOT AR TR & d1e
&1 forar SrTaT|”

The government clarified that the exemption specifically concerned the blending activity of
ethanol with petrol, which is essentially a manufacturing activity.

TR A Tqe fham o 78 o 3w &0 & 9t 7 s9ater ffaw 1 uftear & wafaa g, s
e Tt affaf )

The objective is to avert the possibility of a dual levy.

ST 3CCT QIe FIUT (ST AelY) hT FHTTAT T Uehal &

“Petrol bears excise duty and ethanol bears GST at their respective stages.”

“UEIeT IX 38eh T T 3¢ITE e odTell & 3N SheAlel TR 38k T TR SHTHE ST ST 17

“When the two are blended, the resulting product may attract excise duty once again on the
full quantity,” the Centre clarified.

ohe; a1 T TR o ST et ohY fAemmam ST &, oY aROmr 3cdrer o 2 #7ET & 3TUR W o
3cTe; Yoo of T Hehell ¢ |

“For ethanol blends of petrol up to 20%, excise duty on the blended petrol was exempted by
the Ministry of Finance.”

“USTeT F 20% T g AT & foT TATAT Igier X 3cTe Yo & T e HaArerTr egRT Tger
ST IRl

“The exemption ensures that the duties already paid are not charged a second time on the
blend,” it added.

39 B¢ § g ARG foham ST & o Tl & ohTU 1T oAl Y TATAT Seare oR e o eremmar
Euy

The gazette notification comes days after India formally launched the E85 variant of petrol,
that is 85% ethanol blended with 15% gasoline, on June 5.

I TSI AT R SaRT 5 ST 1 3oenfes &9 & E85 deler (Forest 85% gd«ter 31K
15% AAelieT BT §) Aileal et & T ot ame oIy Y 1S B
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e Industry associations across the ethanol blending value chain have welcomed the move to
remove excise levy.

SAATel THAT 7o H[@ell ¥ S 3T HaTSaAl a1 3cUTE Yoeh Gl & H e T TaFId T |
e C.K. Jain, President of the Grain Ethanol Manufacturers Association (GEMA), said that
the move indicated a “strong signal of policy stability and long-term commitment”.

AT AT Aegharawdt TAIATAT (GEMA) & 3egel W%, ST o1 el foh g e “wliferard
e 3R Srdemfores afaeeydr 1 Fetgd T ¢l

o “|tis essential for attracting fresh investments across the ethanol value chain, including
production capacity, logistics, storage, fuel retailing and flex-fuel mobility solutions,” he said.

FATUTAT A IO ST Hed Aol H FT AL IR T el & foT 3H1aegs gl

¢ Welcoming the move, Bharati Balaji, Deputy Director General at the All-India Distillers
Association (AIDA), added, “We urge the state governments to complement this measure
with aligned tax structures so that the full benefit reaches both industry and consumers at the

pump.”

wmwmﬁmgﬁm—mmmﬁvm (AIDA) I 37 FgTfaeer HRY
TS 7 Fgl, ‘B8 o THRT T IIE Fd & F 3 gafead X GTa=m3i & Aregd J 59 FeH
T FAY Y, AT FHBT I N3 IeANaT AR ITHFATHT @At T ITel I T IR Tga b |”
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12J6 | No AFSPA in most of Northeast from 2027’
2027 & qafaR & rfAremier &3t & AFSPA @@l gl

‘No AFSPA
in most of
Northeast
from 2027

!!GSS !rus! D! !ﬂg

NEW DELHI

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Thursday said the
Armed Forces (Special
Powers) Act, or AFSPA, will
be withdrawn from the en-
tire Northeast next year,
barring one or two States.

Speaking after signing a
tripartite Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) bet-
ween the Centre, Assam,
and Nagaland on mineral
and oil operations in the
disputed Assam-Nagaland
boundary areas, Mr. Shah
said fewer areas being co-
vered under AFSPA indi-
cate peace in the region.

“Tam confident that bar-
ring one or two States, we
will withdraw AFSPA from
the entire Northeast next
year,” he said.

The Home Minister
termed the MoU a “historic
moment” and said it re-
moved the last hurdle in
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s vision of a deve-
loped Northeast.

12J6. No AFSPA in most of Northeast from 2027’
2027 & qafa¥ & Jrfermier &4 F AFSPA &t g

e Union Home Minister Amit Shah on Thursday said the Armed Forces
(Special Powers) Act (AFSPA) will be withdrawn from the entire Northeast next
year, barring one or two States.

A I[E # AT ATE A IR 1 gl o T a8 (A 3ftswR) sffaas
(AFSPA) &1 31Tel a9 IR qafa 3R & e fordr SITeaT, ahdel Teh AT &1 T2t &l
EIECRy

e Speaking after signing a tripartite Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
between the Centre, Assam, and Nagaland on mineral and oil operations in the
disputed Assam-Nagaland boundary areas, Mr. Shah said fewer areas being
covered under AFSPA indicate peace in the region.

&g, 3T 3N ARTs & T Farfed sraa-ammes @ &Et & wies vd ad e @
gafaa Braafia gaslar A (MoU) IR gEdTER el & a1g Y ATE o &gl Toh AFSPA
& 37T 37T aTer &¥3T & ot &7 F onify FTEHA B

o “l am confident that barring one or two States, we will withdraw AFSPA from
the entire Northeast next year,” he said.

3egiel #hel, “H3 Ta9ard ¢ 7o Ueh AT &) AT 1 BISHT 30Tl a¥ [ qafad & AFSPA
ger form Sean |
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